
Town of Stockbridge 
50 Main Street, P.O. Box 417 

Stockbridge, Massachusetts 01262-0417 

Telephone: 413-298-4170 

 
 

Application - Curb Cuts and Street Openings Permit 
Fee: $50.00 (due with application) 

 
 
 

Permit No._____________   
     (Official Use Only)  

 
To: The Board of Selectmen            Date:  __________________ 
 

I. Applicant 
 
Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone No.:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

II. Work 
 

Location: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Description: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date to start:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

III. Trench Permit (to be completed by the Building Inspector) 

Trench Permit needed through Building Department              Yes____       No____ 

Trench Permit filed on  _________________ 
           (date) 
 
 The Building Inspector sign-off ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



IV. Acknowledgement  
 
I, the undersigned, hereby declare that I have read, understand and agree to abide by the 
regulations and specifications for curb cuts and street openings set for in the Town of 
Stockbridge Bylaws.  I have complied with the notice requirements of M.G.L. c. 82, section 
40.  I will perform work in accordance with all applicable laws and bylaws.  I have deposited 
the required bond with the Town of Stockbridge and I covenant and agree that the Town 
may deduct from this amount the costs of any repairs necessary to Town property as a 
result of any deficient or incomplete work related to this permit. 
 
______________________________________    __________________________ 

Applicant        Date 
 
 

V. Approval 
 
Fee: ____________   Bond:_____________ 
 
 

Board of Selectmen: 

 ____________________________ 

 ____________________________ 

 ____________________________ 

 Chief of Police:  

  ____________________________ 

  Police Detail Needed:       Yes______ No________ 

 
 Highway Superintendent:  

  ____________________________ 

 Special Instructions and/or requirements: 

  __________________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

VI. Completion (Official Use Only) 

Inspected/Approved by: _____________________________    Date: _________________ 

Bond Returned:  Yes_______ No________  Date:_______________ 

Returned by:_________________ 

 
 
 
  



 

Article XVII 
Curb Cuts and Street Openings 

 
 
Section 1. Permit Required  
Except as provided under Federal and State Law, or during an emergency after giving notice to the Chief of Police, 
any person wishing to cut, add, remove or alter any sidewalk or curing, or open, for any reason, any portion of any 
Town owned street, roadway, right-of-way or easement within the Town must first obtain a permit from the Board 
of Selectmen. Permit shall be granted only upon an applicant’s completion of the application procedure set forth in 
Section 2 of this bylaw and shall be subject to and limited by the applicable permit terms of this bylaw, any other 
applicable bylaw of the Town of Stockbridge, and any applicable Federal or State laws. Nothing in this bylaw shall 
be construed to except any person from complying with applicable provisions of the Town’s Zoning Bylaws.  
 
Section 2. Application Procedure  

2.1 Any property owner, contractor, or public utility may request a permit. An applicant must complete, in 
full, a permit application, which may be obtained from the Board of Selectmen. Applications shall be 
submitted, together with a certified check for the processing of the application in accordance with a 
schedule of fees determined by the Board of Selectmen.  
 
2.2 Applicants shall submit, by certified mail or hand delivery, written notice of the proposed work, 
including the address of the site with a reasonably accurate description of the location of the work and the 
name, address and phone number of the party performing the work, to the Chief of Police and to all public 
utilities operating in the vicinity of the site. Applicants shall also comply with the notice requirements set 
forth in M.G.L. C.82, Section 40.  
 
2.3 Applicants may be required to submit a performance bond, in the amount of the total cost of the work 
to be performed, to serve as a guarantee of the timely and satisfactory completion of the work.  
 
2.4 The issuance of a permit shall constitute an agreement between the holder and the Town, which saves 
harmless and indemnifies the Town, and which releases the Town from any and all liability arising in any 
manner related to the permit and the work performed pursuant to the permit.  

 
Section 3. Permit Terms  

3.1 Terms applicable to all permits Unless otherwise specifically authorized by the Board of Selectmen, the 
permit holder shall:  

A) Obtain all necessary State and Federal approvals concurrently with that of the Town.  
B) Commence work no later than 30 days after the issuance of a permit.  
C) Perform work only between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.  
D) Perform no work on Saturday, Sundays, holidays or during the period November 15-April 1  
E) Keep the permit, or a copy thereof, at the site.  
F) Allow the Highway Superintendent to make periodic inspection of the site, work performed and 
the permit.  
G) Take appropriate precautions to protect public safety and convenience.  
H) Barricade, mark, and light affected areas, as necessary to prevent public entrance or access into 
the work area.  
I) If recommended by the Chief of Police, provide for Police Officers to be present at any work site 
for the public safety and the direction of traffic.  
J) Maintain proper access to any roadways, private property, sewer grate, fire hydrant, catch basin 
or sidewalk.  
K) Perform and complete all work without creating any adverse effect on drainage or risk of erosion.  



L) If a public utility line, wire, conduit, main pipe, or other facility is damaged in any manner or to 
any degree, immediately notify the utility in accordance with M.G.L. C. 82 Section 40.  
M) Maintain the work site in proper order and contain any noise, vibration and dust emitted 
therefrom to the greatest extent possible.  
N) Return any affected public or private property, or structure thereon, to its original condition 
immediately upon completion of the work. Any water main, sewer grate, manhole cover or other 
surface level hardware shall be set flush with the completed sidewalk or roadway  

 
3.2 Terms applicable to all permits Unless otherwise specifically authorized by the Board of Selectmen, all 
work performed pursuant to a curb cut permit shall conform to the following standards:  

A) Lots with 200 feet or less of frontage shall be allowed no more than one curb cut. Lots with 
greater than 200 feet of frontage may be allowed no more than two curb cuts.  
B) All curb cuts shall be between 8 feet to 16 feet wide and all driveways created thereby shall be 
capable of serving motor vehicles, including emergency vehicles.  
C) Driveway entrances shall be located to the best advantage with regard to street alignment, 
profile, sight distance and safety conditions.  
D) In no event shall a driveway entrance be located: 1.) on a traffic intersection; 2.) in the case of a 
residence, no less than 50 feet from the nearest pavement edge of the roadway intersecting the 
one the driveway borders; 3.) any place where the Board of Selectmen determines it will create an 
unreasonable risk to public safety.  
E) In the interest of public safety the Board of Selectmen may require: 1.) that a driveway be right 
turn in and right turn out only; or 2.) that a channeling island and/or acceleration and deceleration 
lanes be constructed to serve a driveway entrance in an area of high traffic congestion.  
F) Driveways shall have a stopping area set at lease 12 feet back from the bordering roadway and a 
slope no greater than 4%.  
G) Driveways shall be set back from abutting property by at lease 5 feet.  
H) Under-driveway drainage systems shall not be installed without the approval of the Board of 
Selectmen.  
I) Driveway entrances shall contain sloped borders capable of serving as ramps to facilitate sidewalk 
access for the handicapped.  
J) Affected curbing shall be replaced with curbing of the same material and width as that of 
adjacent areas and shall be set at an equivalent depth.  
K) After completion, a driveway shall be considered a part of any public sidewalk it traverses, except 
that a property owner may not petition the Town for improvements thereof.  
 

3.3 Terms applicable to street opening permits  Unless otherwise specifically authorized by the Board of 
Selectmen, all work performed pursuant to a street opening permit shall conform to the following 
standards:  

A) All excavations shall be accomplished through saw cutting of roadway so as to produce smooth, 
straight lines and avoid tearing of the roadway.  
B) All excavated material that is unsuitable for re-use shall be disposed of in a prompt and proper 
manner.  
C) Openings shall be returned to their original condition through the use of materials of the same 
type and quality as those being replaced and procedures approved by the Highway Department.  

 
Section 4. Penalties for Violation  
Any party performing a curb cut or street opening performed in violation of the provisions of this bylaw shall be 
subject to a fine of $100.00 for each offense. Each continuing day of any violation shall be considered a separate 
offense. A violation shall continue until the time that the subject work is brought into compliance with the 
standards of this bylaw. Any work performed that does not conform to the standards set forth in Section 2 or 3 of 
this bylaw shall be subject to correction by the Town at the permit holder’s or responsible party’s expense. 


