
STOCKBRIDGE SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, January 26, 2023 

6:00 p.m. 

ZOOM MEETING - TOWN OFFICES, 50 MAIN STREET 
  
Present:  
Patrick White, Chuck Cardillo, Jamie Minacci and Mike Canales 

 
Call to Order: 
Patrick called the meeting to order and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
6:00 pm: Report on Rest of River by ROR representative Steve Shatz- Public 

Briefing 
Steve Shatz began by bringing the Board up to date on the ROR: The permit to 
do the work in the river was issued by EPA and it was challenged; it’s in 

administrative court: it was eventually revised based upon new work plans and 
also a permit which involves the designation of a landfill in Lee for a portion of 

the contaminated sediments. That ruling was appealed by the Housatonic River 
Initiative and was filed in the US Circuit Court. Briefs have been filed by HRI, 
GE, and the ROR committee; there are a series of reply briefs to get filed and 

other work to be done to make all the case statements consistent with one 
another, which will take place by the end of February. This will then be heard 
by a three-judge panel or larger in early summer, to be followed up by a 

decision (2023-2024). An appeal can be applied on this decision. In the 
meantime, the good thing that has happened is that as a part of the alternative 

dispute  resolution, GE agreed as part of that to undertake all of the planning 
work that was necessary in order to effectuate the physical work in the river 
immediately. This process takes approximately 2 years and they are a long way 

into completing the work plans (Woods Pond). The committee has filed a set of 
comments designed to enhance the work in that area and they will continue to 

do this for as long as the committee continues to exist. The work plan is ten 
years.  
 

Executive Session – Report on Rest of River representative Steve Shatz. 
(exemption 3) Return to open session. 
Chuck made a motion to go into executive session. Aye Chuck, Aye Jamie, Aye 

Patrick. 
Patrick made a motion to come out of executive session. Chuck seconded; Aye 

Chuck, Aye Patrick, Aye Jamie. 
 
Announcements by members and/or the town administrator 

Mike said that he had sent around the sub grantee agreement for BCAC to 
extend their weatherization, $16,000 from ARPA funds.  
He has the preliminary assessment back on the Tuckerman Bridge and will 

move to the next phase. 



Jamie spoke on the MMA meeting she attended on January 20th. Stockbridge 
won an award for the Ice Glen tree project. Patrick extended thanks to the 

Agricultural and Forestry Commission for their work on this project.   
 

Patrick announced the “Coffee and Conversations” meeting with Senator Paul 
Mark at Town Offices and via Zoom on Monday, February 13 at 10:00 am 
 

Take action on One-Day Alcohol Licenses for Berkshire Botanical Garden for 
Art Openings on: March 9th from 3 – 5 pm, March 31st from 5 – 7 pm, May 5th 
from 5 – 10 pm, June 30th from 5 – 10 pm, and September 1st from 5 – 10 pm 

Patrick read the above listed one-day alcohol applications. Chuck made a 
motion that they grant the permits. Jamie seconded; all were in favor. 

 
Council on Aging Director Appointment 
Patrick stated that we have had an opening for the COA Director position and 

three candidates were interviewed by Michael, Jack Gremli and Diane 
Sheridan. Mike said that from the interviews, they felt they had two strong 

candidates and they give their recommendation for Roxanne McCaffrey. Chuck 
made a motion that they appoint Roxanne McCaffrey to this position. Jamie 
seconded; all were in favor.  

 
Consideration of a proposal via a Town Meeting Warrant article under the 
Commonwealth’s General Laws, Part I, Chapter 39, Section 16 to change the 

Finance Committee from appointed by the moderator to either appointed by the 
Board of Selectmen or to be elected by the voters of Stockbridge 

Michael Roisman presented the above article for consideration, stating that as 
the Town Moderator has been appointing the Finance Committee for over 40 
years and felt it was time to have someone else appoint or they should be 

elected. Chuck commented that the Town has had a very good Finance 
Committee for the last ten years and it is working really well. He recommends 
to leave it as is and would not support putting this on the Town Warrant. 

Jamie felt that as an elected committee the Finance Committee would always 
be in flux; possibly the Select Board could appoint. She added that the Finance 

Committee is working well. Patrick felt that the appointments flow from the 
voters, whether if through the Moderator, Selectmen or by election. He did not 
support the Select Board appointing the Finance Committee. As far as being 

elected, it is difficult to recruit people. He did not want to vote for or against 
but Michael could do a citizen’s petition to make it an elected position.   

Anita Schwerner said that this request to make it an elected committee had 
come from the Democratic Town Committee for over six years and agreed that 
there needs to be a change.  

 
Special Permit Hearing for the property of Linda Shafiroff located at 10 Pine 
Street 

Patrick made a motion that they open the hearing to consider the application 
for a special permit hearing for Linda Shafiroff at 10 Pine Street and waive the 



reading of the notice and incorporate the notice into the minutes of the 
hearing. Chuck seconded. Aye Chuck, Aye Jamie, Aye Patrick 

 
Notice: 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

TOWN OF STOCKBRIDGE 
50 MAIN STREET 

STOCKBRIDGE, MA 01262 

SPECIAL PERMIT HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Selectmen, acting as a Special Permit Granting 

Authority, will hold a public hearing at the Stockbridge Town Offices and via Zoom 

Meeting, on Thursday, January 26, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. to consider the application for 
the property of Linda Shafiroff located at 10 Pine Street. The applicant is requesting 

authorization, pursuant to Section 6.1.2 of the Zoning Bylaws to allow the extension, 

alteration reconstruction or change of use of a nonconforming single-family dwelling. 

The property is in the business zone. 

The application is filed in the Town Clerk’s Office where it can be reviewed. 
       Patrick White, 

       Chairman 

The Berkshire Eagle     The Berkshire Eagle 

January 5, 2023      January 12, 2023  

 
Patrick stated that: 

The following procedures will be followed: 
a) Testimony will be limited to the issues directly related to the subject 

matter. 

b) Only one person will be permitted to speak at a time. 
c) All discussion will go through the chair. 

d) All parties will conduct themselves civilly. 
e) Arguments between parties will not be permitted 

 

Attorney Lori Robbins presented the application of Linda Shafiroff for property 
at 10 Pine Street: This property is in the business district. It has a preexisting , 
non-conforming use, which is a dwelling. Currently on the property is a 

dwelling and a preexisting non-conforming structure, barn in the back. It is 
nonconforming as it violates the rear yard set back (actually over the line). 

Shafiroff is proposing to demolish this and build a 2 story new structure, with 
the first floor being a garage and a home office and the second floor being a 
studio apartment. Robbins said that the Selectmen may authorize by special 

permit the reconstruction of preexisting nonconforming structure to provide for 
its use for substantially different purpose, so long as the reconstruction will 

not be of greater non conformance with open space, yard and off-street parking 
requirements or any other requirements of this bylaw. Robbins presented the 
plans to the Board along with the uses and stated that the proposed 

reconstruction is in compliance with Section 6.1.2 and 6.3.6. The first floor will 
be home occupation of the owner and the second be a small apartment. 
Robbins asked the Board to approve the application for a special permit. 

 



Patrick said that he had proposed a condition to the applicant and would like 
to propose the condition to the Board; where the residential unit created in the 

accessory structure must be used for long term rental housing and cannot be 
used as a short-term rental.    

Patrick asked if there was anyone who wished to speak for or against the 
special permit. 
Hearing none, Patrick moved to close the evidentiary portion of the hearing and 

move to deliberation of the Board. Patrick seconded; Aye Patrick, Aye Chuck, 
Aye Jamie. 
The Board felt that the proposed was a good idea. 

Patrick made a motion that they approve with the condition so stated. Chuck 
seconded; Aye Patrick, Aye Chuck, Aye Jamie. 

Patrick made a motion to close the public hearing. Jamie seconded; Aye 
Patrick, Aye Chuck, Aye Jamie. 
 

Consideration of Accessory Dwelling Unit bylaw to be submitted for review to 
the Planning Board 

Patrick said that the purpose of accessory dwellings is to create residential 
housing. This bylaw (attached below) would limit accessory dwellings units to 
residents of Stockbridge. It is not intended to create a second rental unit for 

someone who is renting their house out. It requires full time owner occupancy 
in the first unit. Jamie and Chuck felt this bylaw would be helpful. This will be 
in all zones. 

This will be referred to the Planning Board who has 65 days to have a hearing 
on this bylaw and 21 days to render an opinion. It will then come back to the 

Selectmen to then incorporate what, if any changes that the Planning Board 
recommends; and make Town Meeting for this May.  
Patrick made a motion that they refer the Accessory Dwelling Unit bylaw as 

proposed to the Planning Board. Chuck seconded; all were in favor.  



 



 



 
 
 

 
 



 
Consideration of Residential Inclusionary Development bylaw to be submitted 

for review to the Planning Board 
Patrick said that the Residential Inclusionary Development bylaw (shown 

below) is in the Lenox Zoning bylaws. This is basically an attempt to help fund 
some of the significant costs of affordable housing by tying large developments 
to a requirement to contribute to including an affordable housing unit based on 

a formula or to make a payment to the AHT fund based on a formula. This 
would tie affordable housing to large developments.  
Working with Town Counsel it was suggested to strike the inclusion of hotel 

rooms from the draft. Therefore, Patrick said he will strike the hotel mentioned 
in two places on page one before referring to the Planning Board. He said that 

the formula is pretty straight forward. 
Patrick made a motion that they refer this with the changes of removing the 
hotel room to the Planning Board. Chuck seconded; all were in favor.  



 



 



 



 



 



 
Attorney Robbins came back to the table as she stated that there is suggestion 

that the Planning Board has jurisdiction over the conversion of the accessory 
structure as a dwelling unit. Robbins did not agree as if it was a conforming 

structure it would have come under the Planning Board but the bylaw allows 
the Selectmen to authorize the reconstruction of the pre-existing non-
conforming structure to provide for its use for substantially different purpose. 

She added that if Town Counsel says this has to come under this provision as 
well, Linda Shafiroff would use the whole thing as home occupation. The Board 
members thought they had the jurisdiction. Mike said that Town Counsel took 

the position that it does not alleviate the need since your having an accessory 
dwelling unit on it, that under 4.4 of the section read, you would still need to 

get the special permit also from the planning board; not one or the other. 
With that permission taken, Robbins said they would like to reopen the public 
hearing and withdraw the dwelling portion of the application. All they would 

grant is for the special permit to expand the pre-existing nonconforming 
structure to be used as a home occupation. Chuck asked in clarification that 

the building would be torn down and reconstructed with an office downstairs 
and the upstairs being empty or as another office. This was agreed upon and 
the applicant would need to go to the Planning Board for the accessory dwelling 

part.  
After further discussion on procedure, it was decided that the Board did not 
need to do anything further. The permit was approved for a non-conforming 

structure. If an apartment would be added they would need to go to the 
Planning Board. 

 
Adjournment: 
With no further business, Patrick adjourned the meeting.  

Please see https://ctsbtv.org/government-channel-1303/ to view the full 

meeting. 

 

https://ctsbtv.org/government-channel-1303/

