
TOWN OF STOCKBRIDGE 
Notice of Meeting 

  
Board or Commission:  Board of Selectmen 

  
Date of Meeting:  April 13, 2023             Time of meeting: 6:30 p.m. 
  

Place of Meeting:     Town Offices and Zoom    Patrick White 
                               50 Main Street                               Select Board Chair  
    Stockbridge, MA 01262 

 
 

 
 

Agenda-       
Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Joint Meeting with the Finance Committee to finalize the budget 
- Discussion of open items in budget, including whether to add a full-time member to the 
Stockbridge Fire Dept., short-term rental tools, bridges (Curtisville, Butler, Park St.), OPEB, 

and any other items that merit review. 
 

Select Board Meeting 
 
Fire Truck 

- Whether to take action on ordering fire truck that was approved at 2022 Town Meeting 
 

Building Inspector 
- Six month plan 
 

Lake Management 
- Harvesting review for Summer 2023 
- Harvesting proposal from SBA 

- Update on dredging 
- Water chestnut 

 
Appointments 
- Kampoosa Bog Stewardship Committee: Sally Underwood Miller 

- Conservation Commission/voting member: Chuck Kohrer  
- Council on Aging: Andrea Lindsay 

- Stockbridge Cultural Council - Joan Burkhard, Anne Ferril, John Perkel 
 
Cemetery 

- Cemetery bylaw recommendation 
 
Bylaws 

- Inclusionary Development Bylaw 
- ADU Bylaw 

 
Warrant review 
 



Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/6201800714?pwd=NlNjNUtCVks5UGlDTUtMRlhaNFIzdz09 

Meeting ID: 620 180 0714 

Passcode: Gstock 

 

One tap mobile 

+16469313860,,6201800714#,,,,*718161# US +19292056099,,6201800714#,,,,*718161# US (New York) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 646 931 3860 US 

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Wash. DC) 

        +1 305 224 1968 US 

        +1 309 205 3325 US 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 360 209 5623 US 

        +1 386 347 5053 US 

        +1 507 473 4847 US 

        +1 564 217 2000 US 

        +1 669 444 9171 US 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 689 278 1000 US 

        +1 719 359 4580 US 

        +1 253 205 0468 US 

 

Meeting ID: 620 180 0714 

Passcode: 718161 

 

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/keahG2y9E2 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/6201800714?pwd=NlNjNUtCVks5UGlDTUtMRlhaNFIzdz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/u/keahG2y9E2


 

 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 

BERKSHIRE COUNTY   

    

 To one of the constables of the Town of Stockbridge in said county. 

 

GREETINGS: 

 

 In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby required to notify and warn 

the inhabitants of said Town, qualified to vote in Town affairs, to meet at the  

 

 Stockbridge Town Hall  

50 Main Street 

Stockbridge, MA 01262 

 

in Stockbridge on Monday, May 15, 2022 at 6:30 o’clock in the evening Eastern Daylight Time, to 

wit:  

 

ARTICLE 1.  To choose all Town Officers necessary to be chosen at the Annual Town Meeting, other 

than those to be chosen by ballot, or take any other action in relation thereto. 

 

ARTICLE 2.  To hear the report of any Town Officer or Committee, and to see if the Town will vote 

to accept all printed reports, or take any other action in relation thereto. 

 

ARTICLE 3.  To see if the Town will vote to fix the salary and compensation of all elected officers of 

the Town as provided by Chapter 41, Section 108 of the Massachusetts General Laws as amended:  

Moderator, Selectmen, Town Clerk, Town Treasurer, Town Collector, Board of Assessors, Board of 

Health, and Tree Warden, and to raise and appropriate a sum of money therefor, or take any other 

action in relation thereto. 

 

ARTICLE 4.   To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money for the 

following purposes, or take any other action in relation thereto: (See Exhibit 1) 

 

Section 1. MODERATOR  

2.    SELECTMEN’S DEPARTMENT  

                   3.        TOWN ADMINISTRATOR  

   4. FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

   5. RESERVE FUND 

   6. ACCOUNTANT 

   7. ASSESSORS’ DEPARTMENT 

   8. TREASURER’S DEPARTMENT 

   9. TOWN COLLECTOR’S DEPARTMENT 

  10. LEGAL DEPARTMENT 

  11. TOWN CLERK’S DEPARTMENT 

  12. ELECTIONS & REGISTRATIONS 

  13. CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

  14. PLANNING BOARD 

  15. BOARD OF APPEALS 

16. PROCTER HALL 

17. TOWN OFFICES 



 

 

18. TOWN REPORT 

19. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DIRECTOR 

20. POLICE DEPARTMENT 

21. FIRE DEPARTMENT 

  22. AMBULANCE SERVICE 

  23. ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER 

  24. BUILDING INSPECTOR 

  25. GAS INSPECTOR 

  26. PLUMBING INSPECTOR 

  27. WIRE INSPECTOR 

  28. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

  29. TREE WARDEN DEPARTMENT 

  30. VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 

  31. ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

  32. HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

    a.) MACHINERY 

    b.) COMPACTOR 

    c.) CEMETERY    

  33. STREETLIGHTS 

  34. TRASH REMOVAL 

  35.     SEWER DEPARTMENT 

  36. WATER DEPARTMENT 

  37. HYDRANT RENTAL 

  38. HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

   HEALTH OFFICER 

  39. VISITING NURSE 

  40. MENTAL HEALTH & SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES  

  41. COUNCIL ON AGING 

  42. VETERAN’S SERVICES 

  43. STOCKBRIDGE LIBRARY 

  44. CHIME TOWER  

  45. PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

  46 HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

  47. MEMORIAL DAY COMMITTEE                    

  48. HISTORIC DISTRICT 

49.       HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

50 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

  51. LONG-TERM DEBT & SHORT-TERM DEBT 

  52. BERKSHIRE REGIONAL RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

   OTHER POST EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS (OPEB) 

   BERKSHIRE COUNTY INSURANCE GROUP 

  53. INSURANCE 

  54. UNDESIGNATED COMPENSATION 

 

ARTICLE 5.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a 

sum of money as the Town’s assessed share of the FY’23 budget for the Berkshire Hills Regional 

School District, or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $3,654,693) 

 



 

 

ARTICLE 6.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a 

sum of money as the Town’s assessed share toward the Berkshire Hills Regional School District’s 

capital cost of constructing the new school buildings, or take any other action in relation thereto. 

(expected request $78,450) 

 

ARTICLE 7.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a 

sum of money for the tuition and transportation to Taconic High School for its Career Exploratory 

Program, or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $80,000) 

 

ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from available 

special purpose Stabilization Fund pursuant to M.G.L. c.40, section 5B, for the purpose of funding the 

remaining debt service payments for the Town Office (principal and interest) and Water Treatment 

Plant (principal and interest). (expected request $1,198,826) 

 

ARTICLE 9. To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from available 

certified free cash for the purpose of paying the interest of the Town Infrastructure Issues Project 

authorized by Article 7 of the Annual Town Meeting of May 16, 2022, or to take any other action in 

relation thereto. (expected request $100,000) 

 

ARTICLE 10.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from available 

certified free cash for the purpose of funding engineering for town projects, or to take any other action 

in relation thereto. (expected request $50,000) 

 

ARTICLE 11.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from available 

certified free cash for the purpose of funding turnout gear for the Stockbridge Fire Department, or to 

take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $65,000) 

 

ARTICLE 12.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from available 

certified free cash for the purpose of funding various road reconstruction and repaving, or to take any 

other action in relation thereto. (expected request $600,000) 

 

ARTICLE 13.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from available 

certified free cash to be added to the amounts appropriated under Article 24 of the Annual Town 

Meeting of May 20, 2013, Article 22 of the Annual Town Meeting of May 19, 2014, Article 36 of the 

Annual Town Meeting of May 18, 2015, Article 25 of the Annual Town Meeting of May 16, 2016, 

Article 20 of the Annual Town Meeting of May 15, 2017, Article 21 of the Annual Town Meeting of 

May 21, 2018, Article 14 of the Annual Town Meeting of May 20, 2019, Article 26 of the Annual 

Town Meeting of June 21, 2021 and Article 19 of the Annual Town Meeting of May 16, 2022 for 

costs associated with negotiations for the Rest of River Project (along with Pittsfield, Lenox, Lee, 

Great Barrington and Sheffield) regarding the removal of PCBs in the Housatonic River, or to take 

any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $25,000) 

 

ARTICLE 14.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from Sewer 

Available Surplus for the purpose of funding the Collection System Management Program - Phase 4, 

or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $259,800) 

 

ARTICLE 15.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from Sewer 

Available Surplus for the purpose of funding the Sewer Needs Analysis Project, or take any other 

action in relation thereto. (expected request $49,990) 

 



 

 

ARTICLE 16.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from Sewer 

Available Surplus for the purpose of funding the replacement of the sludge pump at the Waste Water 

Treatment Plant, or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $36,500) 

 

ARTICLE 17.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from Sewer 

Available Surplus for the purpose of funding the overhaul three raw waste water pumps at the Waste 

Water Treatment Plant, or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $12,300) 

 

ARTICLE 18. To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from the 

Water Operations Reserve Fund for the purpose of funding the installation of new gate valves, or take 

any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $30,000) 

 

ARTICLE 19. To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from the 

Water Operations Reserve Fund for the purpose of purchasing a new hybrid truck for the water 

department, or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $40,000) 

 

ARTICLE 20. To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from the 

Water Operations Reserve Fund for the purpose of funding the engineering for Elm & Maple Streets 

water main replacement, or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $25,000) 

 

ARTICLE 21. To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from the 

Water Operations Reserve Fund for the purpose of funding three new on-line analyzers for the water 

treatment plant, or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $23,000) 

 

ARTICLE 22. To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of money from the 

Water Operations Reserve Fund for the purpose of funding the painting of the interior of the water 

treatment plant or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $48,000) 

 

ARTICLE 23. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance a sum of money for affordable housing purposes to be used 

by Riverbrook for the replacement of a fire escape, or take any other action in relation thereto. 

(expected request $50,000) 

 

ARTICLE 24. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance a sum of money for affordable housing purposes to be used 

by Riverbrook for the replacement of a fire escape, or take any other action in relation thereto. 

(expected request $50,000) 

 

ARTICLE 25. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance a sum of money for affordable housing purposes to be used 

by Stockbridge Housing Authority for the Heaton Court walkway lighting, or take any other action in 

relation thereto. (expected request $15,000) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ARTICLE 26. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance a sum of money for community housing purposes to be used 

by the Town of Stockbridge for the funding of the Stockbridge Housing Trust, or take any other 

action in relation thereto. (expected request $25,000) 

 

ARTICLE 27. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance a sum of money for affordable housing purposes to be used 

by Stockbridge Affordable Housing Trust for emergency capital funding for Pine Woods, or take any 

other action in relation thereto. (expected request $50,000) 

 

ARTICLE 28. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance a sum of money for affordable housing purposes to be used 

by Stockbridge Housing Authority for the Heaton Court siding board replacement, or take any other 

action in relation thereto. (expected request $20,000) 

 

ARTICLE 29. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance a sum of money for historic preservation purposes to be used 

by Town of Stockbridge, Cemetery Commission, for the restoration of the Sergeant Tomb Slabs, or 

take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $42,000) 

 

ARTICLE 30. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance a sum of money for historic preservation purposes to be used 

by Waldorf School for the preservation of the Old Town Hall, or take any other action in relation 

thereto. (expected request $185,617) 

 

ARTICLE 31. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance a sum of money for open space/recreational purposes to be 

used by Laurel Hill for capital improvements to the Mary Flynn Trail or take any other action in 

relation thereto. (expected request $20,000) 

 

ARTICLE 32. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance for open space and recreation purposes a sum of money to be 

used by the Stockbridge Bowl Association for work at Bullard Woods to preserve open space by 

removal of invasive species and required permitting, take any other action in relation thereto. 

(expected request $11,500) 

 

ARTICLE 33. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance for open space and recreation purposes a sum of money to be 

used by the Stockbridge Land Trust for the acquisition of the Fenn Farm (Swann) property, pending 

the final iteration of the sale agreement.  (expected request $300,000) 

 



 

 

ARTICLE 34. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance for open space and recreation purposes a sum of money to be 

used by the Friends of Gould Meadows for work at Gould Meadows to preserve open space by 

removal of invasive species, improve recreational walkways, tree and garden work, or take any other 

action in relation thereto. (expected request $11,917) 

 

ARTICLE 35. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance a sum of money for open space/recreational purposes to be 

used by Stockbridge Conservation Committee to conserve the Foot Bird Sanctuary Property or take 

any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $5,200) 

 

ARTICLE 36. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance a sum of money for historic preservation purposes to be used 

by Stockbridge Library to conserve and repair the 19th century daguerreotype photos by Anson Clark 

of West Stockbridge, or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $3,875) 

 

ARTICLE 37. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance a sum of money for historic preservation purposes to be used 

by Stockbridge Library to digitize master microfilm reels that contain historical records pertaining to 

Stockbridge, or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $5,600) 

 

ARTICLE 38. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated Fund balance a sum of money for the FY24 CPC Administrative budget, 

or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $60,000) 

 

ARTICLE 39. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to appropriate from the FY24 CPC 

Administrative Fund balance a sum of money for the Affordable Housing Trust to complete an 

assessment study of Pine Woods, or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request 

$50,000) 

 

ARTICLE 40. To see if the Town will vote, as recommended by the Community Preservation 

Committee and pursuant to the Community Preservation Act, to reserve to the Historic Resources 

Reserve, the Community Housing Reserve, and the Open Space Reserve from Community 

Preservation anticipated FY’24 annual revenues, the minimum amounts required by M.G.L. c.44B, 

s.6, or take any other action in relation thereto. (expected request $32,850 per category) 

 

ARTICLE 41. To see if the Town will vote to adjust the exemption amount from $500 to $1,000 and 

adjust the minimum age from 70 to 65 years old for the property tax exemption for senior citizens 

under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause 41D, to be effective for exemptions 

granted for any fiscal year beginning on or after July 1, 2023: or take any other action in relation 

thereto.  

 

 

 



 

 

ARTICLE 42. To see if the Town will vote to amend the parameters of the Senior Tax Deferral 

program, authorized under MGL Ch.59, Section 5, Clause 41A, by increasing the maximum income 

limit for participation from $20,000 to the limit allowed for the “circuit breaker” state income tax 

credit for non-head of household filers annually, decreasing the minimum age limit for participation 

from 70 to 65 and reducing the interest rate for repayment from 8% to 5%, or take any other action 

related thereto. 

 

ARTICLE 43. To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws 

Ch. 200A, section 9A to provide an alternative procedure to dispose of abandoned funds in the 

custody of the Town, or take any action relative thereto. 

 

ARTICLE 44. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaws by deleting the current 

Section 6.8 Sign Regulations and replacing it with a new 6.8 Sign Regulations, the text of which is 

available at the Town Clerk’s office, or take any other act in relation thereto. 

 

ARTICLE 45. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaws by adding a new Section 

6.31 Residential Inclusionary Development, the text of which is available at the Town Clerk’s office, 

or take any other act in relation thereto. 

 

ARTICLE 46. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaws by adding a new Section 

6.32 Accessory Dwelling Units, the text of which is available at the Town Clerk’s office, or take any 

other act in relation thereto. 

 

ARTICLE 47. To see if the Town will vote to initiate the process to aggregate electrical load pursuant 

to M.G.L. c. 164, § 134 and, further, to adopt the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has engaged in a process to establish a 

competitive market place through the restructuring of the electricity market; and 

 

WHEREAS, citizens of Stockbridge have a substantial economic and social interest in terms of 

greater customer choice and opportunities for savings in this restructured market; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Stockbridge hereby finds that it may be in the interest of its citizens who 

are electric ratepayers, both residential and commercial/industrial, to develop and secure such 

approvals and enter into appropriate agreements with consultants, experts and attorneys in 

connection with the establishment and operation of an electricity aggregation plan. 

 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Town of Stockbridge hereby: Publicly declares its 

intent to become an aggregator of electric power on behalf of its residential and business electric 

customers and to reestablish such plan if its operation is suspended; and 

 

To negotiate and enter into such contracts for power supply pursuant to the plan or services for 

such plan, with the understanding that if a power supply contract is executed, individual 

consumers would retain the option not to participate in the aggregation plan and, instead, to 

choose any electricity alternatives they desire and, further, to take such other action relative hereto 

as may be appropriate and necessary. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ARTICLE 48.  Citizens Petition – 

“To see if the town will vote to amend and change the General Bylaw, Article IV Sections 1 & 3 

from “The Moderator shall appoint” to “the Town shall elect” and take any other action in 

relation thereto.  

Below is Article IV of the Town Bylaws – the changes are in red. In addition, staggered terms 

shall continue and current members of the Finance Committee shall complete their terms and 

run for election, if they choose, when terms expire. This will assure smooth transition should 

this measure by adopted at Town Meeting. 

Article IV Other Officers Section 1. [DeleteThe Moderator shall appoint,} The Town shall 

elect as hereinafter provided, a Committee of voters consisting of seven members and 

two alternate members. Such Committee shall be known as the Finance Committee. 

{Delete Within thirty days of the adoption of this Section, the Moderator shall appoint 

three members of the Committee for terms of one year; two members and one alternate 

member for the terms of two years; and two members and one alternate member for the 

terms of three years.] The current members will complete their terms as specified and 

then run for membership on the committee in the election held that year if he/she so 

chooses. [Delete Thereafter, within thirty days after the Annual Town Meeting, the 

Moderator shall appoint members or alternate members for terms of three years to 

succeed those members for terms of three years to succeed those members whose 

terms are scheduled to expire; provided, however, that the Moderator may appoint a 

member or alternate member at any time to complete an unexpired term whenever a 

vacancy occurs.] The Select Board may appoint a member or alternate member to 

complete an unexpired term whenever a vacancy occurs.  The terms of office of 

Committee members and alternate members shall commence immediately upon {Delete 

qualification} election and shall not expire until a successor is [Delete appointed and 

qualified.] elected.   

Section 2. The Finance Committee shall organize by the election of a chairman and a 

secretary, and a record shall be kept of all transactions. Every article in the warrant for 

the annual or any special Town Meeting calling for appropriation or borrowing of money, 

the creation of a debt or disposal of property of the town shall be referred to this 

Committee by the Selectmen, and the committee shall either approve or disapprove 

every such article. The committee shall fully inform itself as to the financial condition of 

the Town, and also prepare a statement of the fixed charges against the town for which 

taxes must be levied. All town officials are required to furnish the Finance Committee with 

any facts or figures in their possession that may be requested of them. At least one public 

meeting shall be held previous to the annual meeting, at which all interested taxpayers 

may be heard as to appropriations to be voted on at the town meeting.  

Section 3. [Delete all of section 3 Within thirty days after the annual town meeting, the 

Moderator shall appoint for the membership of those committees which he is authorized 

to appoint. He shall also fill vacancies on those committees.]   

"All Town Officials shall pay into the Town Treasury all fees received by them by virtue of 

their office, said bylaw to be effective as to the Town Collector, May 17, 1993; said bylaw 

to be effective as to the Town Clerk, May 15, 1995." 



 

 

 

 

ARTICLE 48. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.  

 

AND to bring in their ballots on Tuesday, May 16, 2023 at an adjourned session of the above 

meeting in the Town Offices, the following Officers:  

 

Office     Term (Years) 

Selectman     3 

Clerk      3 

Board of Assessors    3 

Board of Health    3 

Parks and Recreation    3 

Parks and Recreation    2 

Planning Board     5 

Planning Board     5 

Sewer and Water Commissioner  3 

 

All of said officers are to be voted for using the official ballots furnished the voters at the polls.  For 

this purpose, polls will be opened at the Town Offices, 50 Main Street, at 8:00 a.m. and closed at 6:30 

p.m. 

 

You are directed to post true and attested copies of this Warrant, one in the Post Office of said 

Town, the Town Offices, Stockbridge Firehouse and Interlaken Firehouse, at least seven days before 

the time of said meeting.  Hereof fail not and make due return of this Warrant with your doings 

thereon to the undersigned or to the Town Clerk at or before the time of said meeting. 

 

Given under our hands at Stockbridge, on [date] 

 

  Board of Selectmen 

 

                     _______________________________ 

Patrick White, Chair  

 

   _______________________________ 

Ernest J. Cardillo  

 

    _______________________________ 

Jamie M. Minacci 

 

_______________________   ____________ 

Indicate Method of Service                      Date 

     

 

POSTED AT: 

    Stockbridge Post Office 

_____________ Interlaken Firehouse 

Constable  Stockbridge Firehouse 

   Stockbridge Town Offices 

 























































































































 1 

 
6.8 Sign Regulations 
 
6.8.1 Introduction 

The Town of Stockbridge is a classic New England town with a strong central village 
consisting of a well-balanced mix of residential and commercial uses sharply contrasting 
with and benefitting from the openness and beauty of the surrounding lands. The village 
center and the surrounding lands create a visually rich and satisfying community 
character that all new signs should seek to complement and enhance. 
 

6.8.2 Purpose 

The purpose of these sign regulations is to encourage the effective use of signs as a 
means of communication; to maintain and enhance the existing community character of 
the Town; to encourage and support the Town’s ability to attract sources of commerce; 
and to improve pedestrian and traffic safety. 
 

6.8.3 Applicability 

No signs or advertising devices of any kind or nature shall be erected on any premises or 
affixed to the outside of any structure or be visible from the outside of any structure 
and/or placed on or over public property, except as specifically permitted by Section 6.8. 
 

6.8.4 Definitions Applicable to Section 6.8 
 
Billboard – A sign that directs attention to a business, commodity, service, or 
entertainment conducted, sold or offered at a location other than the premises on which 
the sign is located. 
 
Directional Sign – A sign directing, guiding, or controlling traffic and parking on private 
property but bearing no advertising matter. Note: A business name, organization name, or 
other name, text, or logo is considered advertising matter. 
 
Municipally Owned Directory Sign – A permanent sign erected and maintained by the 
Town of Stockbridge, with space available on a rental basis on such terms as the Board of 
Selectmen may, from time to time establish. 
 
Parapet Wall – A parapet wall is a wall or part of a wall which extends above the roof of 
a building. 
 
Public Way – a street, road, or path that has been accepted by the Town or which is a 
private street, road, or path that is open to public use. 
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Sign – Any structure or device used for the purposes of visual communication, which 
identifies or calls attention to any premises, person, product, activity, business or use of a 
property. 
 

The following shall not be included in the application of the regulations herein for the 
purposes of this Bylaw Section: 

 
a. Legal notices, identifications, information, directional or warning signs erected or 

required by governmental agents or bodies; or various warning signs as 
commonly used by property owners; 

 
b. Memorial signs or tablets not exceeding one (1) square foot in area; 
 
c. Signs directing, guiding or controlling traffic and parking on private property but 

bearing no advertising matter. Note: A business name, organization name or other 
name, text or logo is considered advertising matter; 

 
d. Signs painted on or attached to duly registered motor vehicles except when the 

primary use of the vehicle is for a display rather than transportation and when the 
vehicle is usually within sight of a public way; 

 
e. Temporary signs on the inside of glass of store windows as commonly used in 

retail business, or such signs of special events or for political candidates. 
 

Sign, Accessory – Any sign that advertises or indicates the person occupying the 
premises on which the sign is erected or maintained, or the business transacted thereon, 
or advertises the property itself or any part thereof as for sale or rent, and which contains 
no other matter. Signs located inside a building which are visible from outside the 
building are subject to all restrictions contained herein as to size and number of signs 
permitted. 

 
Sign, Non-Accessory – Any sign that is not an accessory sign. 

 
Sign, Area –  

 
a. The area of a sign shall be considered to include all lettering, wording, and 

accompanying designs and symbols, together with the background on which they 
are displayed, any frame around the sign and any “cutouts” or extensions, but shall 
not include any supporting structure or bracing. 

 
b. The area of a sign consisting of individual letters or symbols attached to or painted 

on a surface, building, wall or window, shall be considered to be that of the 
smallest quadrangle or triangle which encompasses all of the letters and symbols. 

 
c. The area of a sign consisting of a three-dimensional object shall be considered to 

be the area of the largest vertical cross section of that object. 



 3 

 
d. In computing the area of signs, both sides of V-shaped signs, but only one side of 

back-to-back signs, shall be counted. 
 
To compute inches to feet using an example for a flat sign with the dimensions 
15” x 30”: 
 
 
 
 
 
Multiply: 15” x 30” = 450” (area in square inches) 
Multiply: 450” x .006944 = 3.13’ (area in square feet) 

 
6.8.5 General Regulations 

 
Except as otherwise provided in Section 6.8, all permanent signs or alterations of existing 
signs require a sign permit in all zoning districts. The Planning Board is the authority that 
issues permanent sign permits. The Board of Selectmen is the authority that issues 
sandwich board and temporary sign permits. 
 

a. All signs shall be kept in safe and good repair. 
 

b. No sign shall be placed on the roof of any building. 
 

c. No sign shall be erected so as to obstruct the traffic sight lines for motorists or 
pedestrians. 

 
d. No sign shall be placed on light poles, utility poles or street identification signs 

except for those signs erected by the Town of Stockbridge or the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts for traffic or pedestrian safety. 

 
e. No sign shall be designed or constructed to mimic a government directional, public 

safety or informational sign, including, but not limited to, the signs depicted in the 
current version of the United States Federal Highway Administration’s “Standard 
Highway Signs,” (2004 ed., 2012 Supp.). 

 
f. A free-standing sign shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height above grade. 

 
g. Except for Municipally Owned Directory Signs, sandwich board signs and 

temporary signs allowed by the Board of Selectmen pursuant to Section 6.8.14 (b), 
no permanent non-accessory signs or billboards are permitted. 

 
h. Signs located inside a building which are visible from outside the building are 

subject to all restrictions contained herein as to size and number of signs permitted. 
 

 15” 

30” 
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6.8.6 Standards 
 

a. No sign shall be illuminated by other than shaded or indirect white light of constant 
intensity. 

 
b. No sign shall be illuminated by flashing, intermittent, rotating or moving light or 

lights. 
 
c. No sign shall have any visibly moving parts or noise-making devices. 
 
d. No illuminated sign or lighting device shall be placed, directed or beamed upon a 

public way or adjacent premises as to cause glare or reflection that may constitute a 
traffic hazard or nuisance. 

 
e. All lighting devices shall be installed to illuminate the sign at such an angle as to 

minimize light pollution. 
 

6.8.7 Permanent Signs in all Zoning Districts 
 

a. The following permanent signs may be displayed on private property in all zoning 
districts subject to the regulations contained in Section 6.8 without the need to obtain 
a sign permit: 
 
1. For any residential principal use, one sign not to exceed two (2) square feet in 

area. 

 
6.8.8 Permanent Signs in Residential Zoning Districts 

 
a. The following permanent signs may be displayed in any Residence (R-4, R-2, R-1 or 

R-C) Zoning District subject to the regulations contained in Section 6.8 only after 
obtaining a permanent sign permit in accordance with Section 6.8.16. The Planning 
Board is the permitting authority for permanent signs in the residential zoning 
districts. 

 
1. For any non-residential principal use, one sign not to exceed four (4) square feet 

in area. If the principal building is located thirty (30) feet or more from the street 
on which the lot has frontage, one additional sign not to exceed four (4) square 
feet in area may be displayed at an entrance to the lot.  

 
6.8.9 Permanent Signs in the Business Zoning District 

 
a. The following permanent signs may be displayed in the Business (B) Zoning District 

subject to the regulations contained in Section 6.8 only after obtaining a permanent 
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sign permit in accordance with Section 6.8.16. The Planning Board is the permitting 
authority for permanent signs in the business zoning district. 

 
1. For a building with a single establishment, no more than three (3) signs, not to 

exceed thirty (30) square feet in total combined area. All such signs shall be 
attached flat against the wall of the building and no sign shall project over a 
parapet wall. For exception providing for one projecting sign, see 6.8.9.a.3. 

2. For a single building with multiple establishments, each establishment is 
permitted one sign not to exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area for each 
separate establishment provided that all such signs shall be attached flat against 
the wall of the building and no sign shall project over a parapet wall. For 
exception providing for one projecting sign, see 6.8.9.a.3. 

3. Instead of not more than one (1) wall sign per lot allowed by 6.8.9.a.1. or 
6.8.9.a.2., one projecting sign not to exceed four (4) square feet in area, subject 
to the following requirements: 
 
(i) A projecting sign may project over a public or private way only if the 

Planning Board has given its written approval, which shall include a 
statement briefly summarizing the results of the Planning Board’s 
consultations with the Building Inspector, Police, Fire, and Highway 
Departments as to public safety. 

 
(ii) A projecting sign shall be at least seven (7) feet above the surface of the 

way or at such other height that the Planning Board shall set after a 
consultation with Police, Fire, and Highway Departments to help protect 
the public safety. 

 
(iii) A projecting sign shall be securely fastened to a building, signpost or other 

structure and project out no more than six (6) feet. 
 
(iv) Prior to the issuance of a permanent sign permit for a projecting sign: 

 
a) The Building Inspector must determine, based in part on the 

Massachusetts State Building Code, that the projecting sign poses no 
danger or threat to the public or the use made of the way and must 
report that determination to the Planning Board in writing within 
thirty (30) days after the application for a projecting sign permit; and 

 
b) For projecting signs over a public way, the permittee shall establish 

and maintain liability insurance in the amount and form specified in 
Section 6.8.13. 
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6.8.10 Permanent Signs in the Manufacturing Zoning District 
 
a. The following permanent signs may be displayed in the Manufacturing (M) Zoning 

District subject to the regulations contained in Section 6.8 only after obtaining a 
permanent sign permit in accordance with Section 6.8.16. The Planning Board is the 
permitting authority for permanent signs in the manufacturing district. 

For any non-residential principal use: 

1. No more than three (3) signs, not to exceed one-hundred (100) square feet in 
total combined area, attached flat against the wall of the building; and 

 
2. No more than two (2) additional signs, not to exceed sixteen (16) square feet in 

total combined area that need not be attached flat against the wall of the building; 
provided, however, that no signs shall project more than six (6) feet over a 
parapet wall. 

 
6.8.11 Sandwich Board Signs 

 
a. A sandwich board sign may be displayed in the Business (B) Zoning District subject 

to the regulations contained in this Section and only after issuance of a permit and 
payment of the annual sandwich board sign fee established pursuant to Section 
6.8.16. The Board of Selectmen is the permitting authority for sandwich board signs. 

 
1. A sandwich board sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area per panel. 
 
2. A sandwich board sign shall not exceed 48 inches in height. The height of the 

sandwich board sign shall not be artificially raised. 
 

3. A sandwich board sign shall be of framed and rigid construction and may 
include a chalkboard in the frame. Insertable plastic lettering is prohibited. 

 
4. Only one (1) sandwich board sign may be displayed at one time per business 

establishment that has a current sandwich board sign permit. 
 

5. A sandwich board sign may be displayed only while the establishment is open 
and shall be stored indoors when the establishment is closed. 

 
6. A sandwich board sign may be displayed only in the location approved in the 

sandwich board sign permit. 
 

7. A sandwich board sign may be displayed only adjacent to the building in which 
the establishment is located and not more than twelve (12) feet from an 
entrance to the establishment, except that a sandwich board sign may be 
displayed on property not owned or otherwise controlled by the permittee only 
if: 
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i. The permittee provides a letter from the property owner granting 

permission for the sandwich board sign to be located on the property. For 
sandwich board signs proposed to be located on public property the 
permittee must provide a letter from the Board of Selectmen granting such 
permission; and  

 
ii. The Board of Selectmen determines the proposed location to be in as close 

proximity to the establishment as practicable for the preservation of the 
public safety. 

 
8. For sandwich board signs to be displayed on public property the permittee shall 

establish and maintain liability insurance in the amount and form set forth in 
Section 6.8.13. 

9. No sandwich board sign shall be displayed in a manner that reduces the usable 
width of the sidewalk to less than four (4) feet. 

10. There shall be a minimum distance of four (4) feet between sandwich board 
signs. 

11. No additional attachments to sandwich board signs are allowed, including but 
not limited to flags, balloons, streamers and pennants. 

12. A sandwich board sign shall not be anchored, tethered, tied or otherwise affixed 
to the ground or to any building, sidewalk, tree, post, bench, fire hydrant or any 
other structure, but rather shall be weighted at the bottom to prevent the sign 
from becoming a hazard to persons and property. 

13. In response to specific safety concerns, the Stockbridge Police Department may 
prohibit the display of sandwich board signs on public property in designated 
areas during specific periods of time when sidewalk congestion is expected to 
be high, including but not limited to parades and other community events. The 
Highway Department Superintendent may also prohibit the display of sandwich 
board signs on public property in designated areas during specific periods of 
time during or in anticipation of all storm or other weather events. Both the 
Stockbridge Police Department and the Highway Department shall have the 
authority to require the removal of any sandwich board signs displayed in 
violation of such prohibitions. 

14. A sandwich board sign permit shall be valid for twelve (12) months from the 
date of issuance. 

15. The Board of Selectmen may refuse to issue a sandwich board sign permit to an 
establishment whose display of a sandwich board sign has violated Section 6.8 
or caused a nuisance and that resulted in the imposition of a fine or penalty in 
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prior years unless such fine or penalty was subsequently overturned by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals or a court of competent jurisdiction. 

16. Nothing contained in Section 6.8.11 shall be construed to diminish the Board of 
Selectmen’s authority over the placement or maintenance of structures or 
objects in public rights of way. 

 
6.8.12 Municipally Owned Directory Signs 

 
a. Municipally Owned Directory Signs may be erected and maintained by the Town of 

Stockbridge without a sign permit in all Zoning Districts subject to the regulations 
contained in Section 6.8. An application to obtain space for a business sign on a 
Municipally Owned Directory Signs shall be submitted to the Board of Selectmen. 

 
1. All Municipally Owned Directory Signs shall be of uniform design throughout 

the Town and shall complement and enhance the surrounding area.  
 
2. An establishment is limited to one business sign on each Municipally Owned 

Directory Signs. 
 
3. The Board of Selectmen may establish and from time to time review and 

amend the annual fee for space on a Municipally Owned Directory Sign. 
 

6.8.13 Liability Insurance Requirements for Sandwich Board Signs and Projecting Signs 
on Public Property 

 
a. For sandwich board signs and projecting signs on or over public property, the 

permittee shall establish and maintain liability insurance coverage naming the Town 
of Stockbridge as an additional insured with liability limits per claim and per 
occurrence determined periodically by the Board of Selectmen, for any claims that 
may arise for any reason as a result of the placement of a sandwich board sign or 
projecting sign on or over public property. 

 
b. If the insurance coverage required by Section 6.8.13.a is terminated, reduced or 

cancelled, the permittee shall promptly provide written notice to the Building 
Inspector and shall remove the sandwich board sign or projecting sign from public 
property until proof of current insurance in the amounts required is provided to the 
Building Inspector.  

 
6.8.14 Temporary Signs 

 
a. The following signs may be temporarily displayed in all zoning districts, except on 

public property, subject to the regulations contained in Section 6.8 without the need 
to obtain a sign permit: 
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1. One temporary, unlighted sign not over six (6) square feet in area on property 

that is for sale or lease on which it is displayed.  
 
2. One temporary, unlighted sign, to be displayed on the premises for not more than 

one (1) week, not exceeding ten (10) square feet in area. 
 

b. Temporary signs that do not comply with the dimensional or temporal requirements 
of Section 6.8.14.a may be authorized for a period of not over ten (10) days by the 
Board of Selectmen through a temporary sign permit for special events. If such signs 
are not removed promptly after expiration of the permit, the Board of Selectmen may, 
in their discretion, cause the removal of a noncompliant sign and bill the permittee for 
the costs of removal, and may additionally impose a penalty of fifty dollars ($50) per 
day that the sign is displayed after the expiration of the sign permit term.  

 
6.8.15 Abandoned Signs 

 
Any sign that has been abandoned or relates to a business establishment that has been 
discontinued shall be removed within thirty (30) days after written notice from the 
Building Inspector. 

 
6.8.16 Administration & Enforcement  

 
a. Permanent Sign Permits: The Planning Board shall be responsible for reviewing 

applications to erect permanent signs and for issuing permanent sign permits for those 
proposed permanent signs that comply with this bylaw. The Planning Board may 
establish, review, and amend the form and contents of the permanent sign application 
and may adopt and amend reasonable regulations including an applicable fee 
schedule. 

 
b. Sandwich Board Sign Permits: The Board of Selectmen shall be responsible for 

reviewing applications to display sandwich board signs and for issuing sandwich 
board sign permits for those proposed sandwich board signs that comply with this 
bylaw. The Board of Selectmen may establish, review, and amend the form and 
contents of the permanent sign application and may adopt and amend reasonable 
regulations including an applicable fee schedule. 

 
c. Temporary Sign Permits: The Board of Selectmen shall be responsible for reviewing 

applications to erect temporary signs and for issuing temporary sign permits for those 
proposed temporary signs that comply with this bylaw or that the Board of Selectmen 
has allowed under Section 6.8.14.b. The Board of Selectmen may establish, review 
and amend the form and contents of the temporary sign application and may adopt 
and amend reasonable regulations including an applicable fee schedule. 
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d. Enforcement. This Section 6.8 shall be enforced by the Building Inspector or by a 
designee of the permit issuing board pursuant to Section 8.4. 



PROPOSED BYLAW: ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 

 
1.0 Purpose and Intent: The intent of permitting accessory dwelling units is to: 

 
1. Provide residential homeowners with a means of obtaining rental income, companionship, 

security, and services, thereby enabling them to stay more comfortably in homes and 

neighborhoods they might otherwise be forced to leave; 

 
2. Add moderately priced rental units to the housing stock to meet the needs of smaller 

households and make housing units available to moderate income households who might 

otherwise have difficulty finding housing; 

 

3. Develop housing units in single-family neighborhoods that are appropriate for households at 

a variety of stages in their life cycle; 

 

4. Provide housing units for persons with disabilities; 

 
5. Protect stability, property values, and the residential character of a neighborhood. 

 
2.0 Definitions: 

 
1. Accessory Dwelling Unit: An Accessory Dwelling Unit is a self-contained housing unit 

incorporated within a one-family dwelling (not within accessory structures, except with a 

Special Permit) that is clearly a subordinate part of the one-family dwelling and complies 

with each of the criteria stated below. 

 

2. Primary Residence: A building in which is conducted the principal use of the lot on which it 

is located. For residentially zoned lots, such a building would be a dwelling. 

 
3.0 Procedural Requirements: 

 
For all Accessory Dwelling Units that meet all of the conditions of this bylaw: 

 
1. For Accessory Dwelling Units within a home: as-of-right; 

 
2. For attached or detached Accessory Dwelling Units: special permit. 



4.0 Use and Dimensional Regulations: 

 
1. The Special Permit Granting Authority is the Stockbridge Planning Board. 

 
2. The Building Commissioner may issue a Building Permit authorizing the installation and use 

of an Aaccessory Ddwelling Uunit within an existing or new owner-occupied, one-family 

dwelling and the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA) may issue a Special Permit 

authorizing the installation and use of an Aaccessory Ddwelling Uunit in an attached or 

detached structure on a one-family home lot only when the following conditions are met: 

 

a) The unit will be a complete, separate housekeeping unit containing both kitchen and 

bath. 

b) Only one Accessory Dwelling Unit may be created within a one-family house or 

house lot. 

c) The owner(s) of the residence in which the Accessory Dwelling Unit is created must 

continue to occupy at least one of the dwelling units, except for bona fide temporary 

absences. 

d) The unit shall include a separate entrance, either directly from the outside or through 

an entry hall or corridor shared with the principal dwelling sufficient to meet the 

requirements of the state building code for safe egress. 

e) The gross floor area of an Accessory Dwelling Unit (including any additions) shall 

not be greater than nine hundred (900) square feet or 1/2 the floor area of the 

principal dwelling, whichever is smaller. 

f) Once an Accessory Dwelling Unit has been added to a one-family residence or lot, 

the Accessory Dwelling Unit shall never be enlarged beyond the maximum size 

allowed by this bylaw/ordinance as specified in 4.02(e). 

g) The construction of any Accessory Dwelling Unit must be in conformity with the State 

Building Code, Title V of the State Sanitary Code and other local bylaws/ordinances 

and regulations. 

h) Off-street parking spaces should be available for use by the owner-occupant(s) and 

tenants. 

i) TOne of the units may be used as a short-term rental provided that at the time of rental, 
the 

primary other unit is owner-occupied. 

 

3. In order to encourage the development of housing units for disabled and handicapped 

individuals and persons with limited mobility, the SPGA may allow reasonable deviation 

from the stated conditions where necessary to install features that facilitate access and 

mobility for disabled persons. 

 
4. Approval for an ADU requires that the owner must occupy one of the dwelling units. The 

zoning approval and the notarized letters required in 4.05 and 4.06 below must be recorded in 

the County Registry of Deeds or Land Court, as appropriate, in the chain of title to the 

property, with documentation of the recording provided to the Building Commissioner, prior 

to the occupancy of the Accessory Dwelling Unit. 



5. When a structure, which has received a permit for an Accessory Dwelling Unit, is sold, the 

new owner(s), if they wish to continue to exercise the Permit, must, within thirty (30) days of 

the sale, submit a notarized letter to the Building Commissioner stating that they will occupy 

one of the dwelling units on the premises as their primary residence and domicile. 

 
6. Prior to issuance of a permit, the owner(s) must send a notarized letter stating that the owner 

will occupy one of the dwelling units on the premises as the owner's primary residence and 

domicile, except for bona fide temporary absences. 

 
7. Prior to issuance of a permit, a floor plan must be submitted showing the proposed interior 

and exterior changes to the building. 

 

5.0 Administration and Enforcement 

 
1. It shall be the duty of the Building Inspector to administer and enforce the provisions of this 

Bylaw. 

 
2. No building shall be constructed or changed in use or configuration, until the Building 

Inspector has issued a permit. No permit shall be issued until a sewage disposal works 

permit, when applicable, has first been obtained from the Board of Health and the proposed 

building and location thereof conform with the town's laws and bylaws. Any new building or 

structure or change to an existing structure shall conform to all adopted state and town laws, 

bylaws, codes and regulations. No building shall be occupied until a certificate of occupancy 

has been issued by the Building Inspector where required. 

 

3. The Building Inspector shall refuse to issue any permit, which would result in a violation of 

any provision of this chapter or in a violation of the conditions or terms of any special permit 

or variance granted by the Stockbridge Planning Board or its agent. 

 

4. The Building Inspector shall issue a cease-and-desist order on any work in progress or on the 

use of any premises, either of which are in violation of the provisions of this chapter. 

 

5. Construction or use according to a building permit or special permit shall conform to any 

subsequent amendment of this chapter unless the construction or use is begun within a period 

of not more than six months after the issuance of a permit granted before the effective date of 

the amendment. To qualify for this exemption, construction must be completed in a 

continuous and expeditious manner. 

 
6. The SPGA specified in this section may, after making findings of fact that support the 

decision, approve modifications to the dimensional standards of this bylaw that will not 

exceed those standards by more than ten ([10)] percent. 

 

Explanatory text, not part of the bylaw: The addition of an ADU option will need to be reflected 

in the Table of Uses, so the following is proposed to be inserted between the mixed use and 

home occupation accessory uses: 

 

B. ACCESSORY USES 

1.1 R-4 R-2 R-1 R-C B M 

Accessory Dwelling Unit incorporated 

within a one-family dwelling  

 

*An ADU is permitted as of right in 

the business district if the primary 

YES YES YES YES NO* YES 



dwelling unit and the ADU are located 

only above the ground floor of the 

structure 

Accessory Dwelling Unit attached to 

or detached from a one-family 

dwelling  

SPP SPP SPP SPP NO SPP 

 

 



Cemetery By-laws  

Section 1. General  

1.1 The Cemetery Commission shall consist of the five members who shall be appointed by the 

Select Board. One member may be a member of the Select Board or a representative of the 

Board.  The Laurel Hill Association is entitled to nominate a representative of the association to 

be appointed. If a representative is not nominated within 30 days of notification of a vacancy in 

the seat designated to the association, the Select Board will appoint a substitute.  

Members have three-year terms, staggered so that no more than two terms expire in the same 

calendar year. 

The Commission shall have charge, care, and management of the Town Cemeteries, and shall 

make all policies for that management. 

1.2 Residents or taxpayers, including those residents or taxpayers who have needed to move out 

of town for additional care or to care for others shall be entitled, upon death, to be interred in a 

burial plot in the Town Cemetery, subject to the requirements of this Article.  

Non-residents, whose family members already have a burial plot, shall be entitled, upon death, to 

join that family plot if there is room.  

 

The Cemetery Commission will review all other non-resident requests and decide those on a 

case-by-case basis. 

 

No right of interment pursuant to this Article may be transferred, or sold. 

 1.3 The rights of persons eligible pursuant to the provisions of section 1.2 shall be governed by 

this Article and by sections 28 to 39 inclusive of Chapter 114 of the General Laws, as applicable. 

1.4 Eligible persons shall be entitled to be interred in the next available burial plot in the Town 

Cemetery so long as vacant burial plots are available. 

 

Section 2.  Interment  

2.1 Ample notification prior to interment shall be given to the Cemetery Consultant and 

Highway Superintendent. 

 

Section 3. Financial  



3.1 In order that perpetual care shall be provided for each burial, a one-time fee shall be required 

to be deposited with the Town Treasurer. The Cemetery Commission shall fix and amend from 

time to time a schedule of fees for interments and perpetual care. 



 

 

 

 

 

6.31. RESIDENTIAL INCLUSIONARY DEVELOPMENT 

 

1.1. Purpose. 

 

The purpose of this bylaw is to promote the general public welfare, including but not limited to 

ensuring an economically integrated and diverse community by maintaining and increasing the 

supply of affordable and accessible housing in the Town of Stockbridge. This purpose includes: 

 

1. Ensuring that new development generates affordable housing as defined in Section 1.2. 

2. Ensuring that affordable housing created under this section remains affordable over the 

long term, with the majority of such housing remaining affordable in perpetuity, except 

as may be otherwise required under state or deferral programs. 

3. Maintaining a full mix of housing types while providing affordable housing 

opportunities in Stockbridge. 

4. To the extent allowed by law, ensuring that preference for new affordable housing is 

given to eligible persons who live or work in Stockbridge. 

 

1.2. Definitions 

 

The following terms shall have the following definitions for the purposes of this Section 6.31: 

 

1. "Affordable Housing” shall mean a unit that is affordable to and occupied by a low- or 

moderate-income household and meets the requirements for inclusion in the Chapter 

40B Subsidized Housing Inventory. 

 

2. “Maximum Resale Price” shall mean the sum of: 

a. The initial sale price divided by the Area Median Income (AMI) for a four (4)-

person household, then multiplied by the AMI for a four (4)-person household at 

the time that the Affordable Housing Unit is offered for resale; plus 

b. 2% of the initial sale price for marketing and brokers’ fees; plus 

c. The original cost of capital improvements as evidenced by receipts with proof of 

payment submitted to the Stockbridge Board of Selectmen (SBOS), depreciated by 

10% per year from date of expenditure. 

d. In no event shall the Maximum Resale Price exceed the purchase price for which a 

Qualified Purchaser earning 80% of the AMI for a household the size of the 

Qualified Purchaser’s household could obtain mortgage financing using the same 

methodology then used by Department of Housing and Community Development's 

(DHCD) for its Local Initiative Program (LIP) or similar program.    

 

3. “Qualified Purchaser” shall mean an individual or household earning no more than 

80% of Area Median Income as determined by Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) income limits which includes Stockbridge. To be considered a 

Qualified Purchaser, the individual or household must intend to occupy and thereafter 

must occupy the Unit as their principal residence. 



 

 

 

 

3. “Unit” shall mean a residential housing unit. 

 

1.3. Applicability 

The provisions of this Section 6.31 shall apply to all new or substantial renovation of residential 

development in Stockbridge where the number of units exceeds 9. 

 

1.4. Special Permit Authority 

 

The development of any project under Section 6.31.1.3 shall require the grant of an Inclusionary 

Development Special Permit from the SBOS. The Special Permit shall conform to the requirements 

of this bylaw and to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40A, and to regulations which the Board 

of Selectmen may adopt for carrying out its requirements hereunder. 

 

 

1.5. Minimum Requirements for Inclusionary Development 

 
Development subject to this Section 6.31 shall provide at a minimum, at the applicant’s choice, 
one of the following: 

 

1. a. Include onsite affordable housing units at the following minimum rates: 

 

 

Total Development Unit Count Required Affordable Unit Provision 

10 – 19 units Minimum one (1) dwelling unit 

20 – 29 units Minimum two (2) dwelling units 

30 units and up Minimum 10% of total unit count* 

 

* For developments of 30 or more units, calculation of the number of affordable units 

shall, if the required percent of the total results is a fraction, be rounded up to the 

next whole number where the fractional portion is equal to 0.5 or greater and shall 

be rounded down to the next whole number where the fractional portion is less 

than 0.5. 

Affordable Housing Units provided under this subsection shall be dispersed 

throughout the buildings in the development and must be indistinguishable with 

regard to finishes, amenities, total square footage, room size, and construction from 

the development’s market rate units with the same number of bedrooms. 

b. Construct or rehabilitate one or more Affordable Housing Units off site that equal 

or exceed in construction cost the average construction cost of the development’s 

housing units. The offsite Affordable Housing Units provided under this subsection 

must be comparable in finishes, amenities, total square footage, room size, and 

construction to that of the housing in the rest of the development. 

c.  A cash payment equivalent to 5 times 80% of the AMI as determined by HUD 

income limits which includes Stockbridge for every ten (10) new units of market rate 

Units.  

As a condition for granting of a Special Permit, all Affordable Housing Units shall be subject to 



 

 

 

 

an affordable housing restriction perpetuated in a deed in the form acceptable to the SBOS, 

enforceable in perpetuity under the applicable provisions of G.L. c. 184 and including the right 

of first refusal described in Section 1.10.1.b, infra. The affordable restriction shall be approved 

as to form by legal counsel to the SBOS. The Special Permit must be recorded at the Berkshire 

Middle Registry of Deeds and a copy noting the Book and Page of recording filed with the SBOS 

and Building Commissioner.  

 

1.6. Types of Building 

 

The development subject to this Section 6.31 may consist of any combination of single-family, two-

family, multifamily residential structures or other allowable uses under the applicable zoning district 

of the Town of Stockbridge Zoning Bylaw. 

 

1.7. Decision 

 
The SBOS may approve with conditions or deny an application for an Inclusionary Development 
Special Permit after determining whether the Inclusionary Development promotes the purposes of 
this Section 6.31and is otherwise consistent with the purposes of the Zoning Bylaw. 

 

1.8. Relation to Other Requirements 

 
The provisions of this Section shall be in addition to any other requirements of the Subdivision 
Control Law G.L. c. 41 or any other provisions of the Town of Stockbridge Zoning Bylaw. To the 
extent that a conflict exists between this bylaw and others, the more restrictive bylaw or provisions 
therein shall apply.  

 

1.9. Maximum Incomes and Selling Prices: Initial Sale 

 

1. The developer must ensure that only Qualified Purchasers purchase an Affordable 

Housing Unit. 

2. The Affordable Housing Units shall initially be sold to a Qualified Purchaser for no 

more than the maximum price as established under affordability guidelines by DHCD 

or a successor agency in effect at the time the Unit is built. 

3.   The SBOS may condition the Special Permit on a requirement that the Affordable 

Housing Unit be first offered for sale to a Qualified Purchaser who is a current resident 

of Stockbridge. 

 

1.10. Reservation of Affordability; Restrictions on Resale or Rent 

 

1. Each Affordable Housing Unit created in accordance with this Section 6.31 shall be 

subject to resale restrictions through the use of a deed restriction or deed rider. The 

purpose of these limitations is to preserve the long-term affordability of the unit and to 

ensure its continued availability for affordable income households.  

a. Resale price. No sale after the initial sale shall be valid unless the aggregate value 

of all consideration and payments of every kind given or paid by the Qualified 

Purchaser is equal to or less than the Maximum Resale Price.  

 



 

 

 

 

b. Right of first refusal to purchase. The purchaser of an Affordable Housing Unit 

developed as a result of this bylaw shall agree to execute a deed rider prepared by the 

town, consistent with model riders prepared by Department of Housing and 

Community Development, granting, among other things, Stockbridge’s right of first 

refusal to purchase the unit in the event that a subsequent qualified purchaser cannot be 

located within 365 days of the unit being offered for sale. The owner must notify the 

Board of Selectmen in writing when the 365 days have passed without sale. By vote of 

the Board of Selectmen, Stockbridge may assign the right of first refusal to purchase to 

the Stockbridge Affordable Housing Trust, or any other governmental or non-profit 

organization committed to preserving and maintaining affordable housing. The right is 

exercisable by Stockbridge or its assignee within 150 days of offer.  

c. The SBOS shall require, as a condition for Special Permit under this bylaw, that 

the applicant comply with the mandatory set-asides and accompanying 

restrictions on affordability, including execution of the deed rider.  

d. In the event that a Qualified Purchaser cannot be found and the right of first 

refusal is not exercised, the Affordable Housing Unit may be sold at market rate 

and the Town shall take any and all steps necessary to extinguish the affordable 

restriction described in Section 1.5. 

e. Units subject to an affordable restriction under this bylaw cannot be rented.  

 

1.11.  Severability 

 

If any provision of this bylaw is held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder 

of the bylaw shall not be affected thereby. The invalidity of any section or section or parts of any 

section of this bylaw shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the town’s zoning bylaw. 

 

 


