
         Leyden, MA Conservation Analysis (passed in 2014) 
 

(4) A conservation analysis 

 

(a) A conservation analysis shall be submitted as early as possible in the 

application process, preferably as part of the pre-application 

discussion process with the Planning Board which occurs prior to 

submission of plans.  The conservation analysis shall consist of 

inventory maps, description of the land, and an analysis of the 

conservation value of various site features.  This material shall show 

the following information on the parcel and on land lying within 100 

feet of the boundaries of the parcel.  The information required below 

may be waived for portions of the property which will remain 

unaltered by the proposed development or where the Planning Board 

deems such information not to be necessary to make an informed 

decision.  

 

[i]  All information required above that is pertinent to a 

conservation analysis.  

 

[ii] Farmland, existing trail corridors, scenic viewsheds, public 

water supply and lake watersheds, park and recreation land, 

land subject to easements or restrictions prohibiting 

development, wooded areas, and historic and archaeological 

sites identified in the town’s master plan, visioning plan,  or 

open space and recreation plan.  

 

[iii] Lakes, ponds, streams, rivers, wetlands, floodplain, and 

BioCore2 habitat, as mapped by the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts. 

 

[iv] Slopes exceeding 20 15 percent. 

 

[v] Buffer areas necessary for screening new development from 

adjoining parcels and public roads. 

 

[vi] Stone walls, cart paths and ways, old foundations, and other 

cultural features, including of native American origin. 

 

[vii] Other land exhibiting present or potential future recreational, 

historic, ecological, agricultural, water resource, scenic or 

other natural resource value, if specifically identified and 

requested to be shown by the Planning Board at the 

discussion meeting. 
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(b) The conservation analysis shall describe the importance and the 

current and potential conservation value of land on the site identified 

in subsection (a)[i-vii], above.  In the course of its initial review, the 

Planning Board shall indicate to the applicant which of the lands 

identified have the most conservation value and are most important 

to preserve and where development may be most appropriately 

located.  If the Planning Board determines, pursuant to the 

provisions of Section 5.10(A)(2) of the Town of Leyden Zoning 

Bylaw, that the lands of conservation value cannot be protected 

except by the use of an open space design plan, the Planning Board 

shall indicate to the applicant that the applicant must submit a plan 

for an open space design. 

 

(c)  The Planning Board shall, in the course of its subdivision review, 

study the conservation analysis and formally determine which land 

should be preserved and where development may be located.  The 

Planning Board shall make written findings supporting this 

determination (the “conservation findings”).  The Planning Board 

shall deny any application that does not include sufficient 

information to make conservation findings or that does not preserve 

land that the Planning Board determines should be preserved from 

development as a result of the conservation analysis and findings.  

 

(d)  The final determination as to which land has the most conservation 

value and must be protected from development by a Conservation 

Restriction shall be made by the Planning Board. 

 

(e)  The Planning Board’s conservation findings shall be incorporated 

into its decision to approve or deny a Preliminary Plan, or a 

Definitive Plan if no Preliminary Plan is submitted.  The 

conservation findings shall show land to be permanently preserved 

by a Conservation Restriction, as well as recommended 

conservation uses and management guidelines for such land.  The 

conservation findings shall also indicate preferred locations for 

development if the Plan is denied based upon such findings. 
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