
 

 

    Town of Stockbridge Board of Health 
 
     February 19, 2021 
      
        Draft Minutes 
 
Present: Charles Kenny, Henry Schwerner, Rae Williams, Jin Wilusz (Tri-Town Health Dept.) 
From the public Chris Horton (Berkshire Mosquito Control Project), Anita Schwerner, Kate 
Fletcher, Jamie Minacci, Micheal Canales (Stockbridge Town Administrator) 
 
Meeting called to order by Chairman Kenny at 11 AM  
 
1. Jim Wilusz read the Zoom Meeting and CTSB instructions. 
 
2.  Chairman Kenny asked if all had reviewed the minutes from our previous meeting, All board 
members had and a motion was made and seconded for approval, the minutes were approved. 
 
3. Mosquito Control Program- Dr. Schwerner described the information he became aware of 
secondary to a Boston Globe article from Dec. 1, 2020. It described an array of chemicals 
known as PFAS chemical that were found in the Adult Mosquito Spray, Anvil 10+10, used in the 
eastern part of Mass in Sept. 2020 and for years before. These chemicals are known as “forever 
chemicals” as they last forever. They have linked with an array of illnesses from Asthma through 
Testicular Cancer. These chemicals have leached into ground water and other water sources. 
Clarke Mosquito Control is the company that produces the Anvil 10+10 and also produces Duet 
a similar product uses by the Berkshire County Mosquito Project. Clark has stated that the 
PFAS chemicals are not used in the manufacturing of these products but may have leached 
from the containers used in the storage and shipment of both products. In Jan. 2021 US EPA 
stated that the containers uses, as described, are leaching PFAS chemicals into the products 
above. Clarke stated to Dr. Schwerner that they have stopped all shipment of product in the 
questionable containers. They also have told all their customers not to use the product 
associated with the questionable containers; they will be reimbursing customers and new 
product will be shipped in PFAS free containers. Mr. Horton from our mosquito control project 
was contacted by Dr. Schwerner. He stated that he knew about the PFAS issue. However, 
apparently, no one has officially informed Tri-Town H.D. nor the Stockbridge Board of Health of 
this issue. Jim Wilusz talked about the possible contamination of our water supply and that 
testing of our water supply and private wells may be needed. Residents should at least be 
notified. Dr. Kenny brought up the fact that one of the members of the board of the Berkshire 
Mosquito Control Project is employed by Clarke. Rae Williams asked if there is any clean up of 
the PFAS chemicals proposed. No answers were given. Kate Fletcher asked if private wells 
could be tested. Jim Wilsuz stated that at this time the cost would be out of the home owners 
pocket and could cost hundreds of dollars. Micheal Canales asked what areas are treated in 
Stockbridge. No direct answer was given. Anita Schwerner asked how far back do the treatment 
records go. 10 years was the answer. Mr. Canales asked again for areas of treatment and 
stated that a formal request of such will be issued as well as questioning the issue of a mosquito 
board member being employed by Clarke. It was stated that our board members consider 
terminating the Mosquito Project. Rae Williams and Henry Schwerner agreed with termination. 
Dr. Kenny stated that mosquito borne illnesses have not been an issue in Stockbridge and that 
neighboring towns do not spray for mosquito control. Dr Kenny made a motion that the 
Berkshire County Mosquito Control Project be discontinued and this be brought to the Select 
Board as a possible warrant article for our next town meeting. The motion was seconded and 
approved by the board. Dr. Kenny hoped that we may be able to use the Mosquito Control 



 

 

Project as needed in the future. Mr. Horton stated that it would take a vote at Town Meeting to 
get back into the project.The question was asked that if we found, in the future, a rise in 
mosquito borne disease could we get a targeted process for control. Mr. Wilusz stated we would 
need to look for sources but they are available. Mr. Canales described what Clarksburg did to 
control spraying as needed in the town, i.e. a more targeted approach. Mr. Horton stated that if 
we stayed with the project, the Board of Health could possibly get the ability to approved 
spraying as to where and when it would be done. Dr. Kenny hoped that Clarke would update us 
with continuing PFAS issues. 
 
4. Tri-Town Update- Rates of infection with the Covid-19 virus has decreased. The 
immunization programs has expanded to include age 65 and older and peopled with two or 
more co-morbidities. Aged 65+ is a massive group ,1 million or more people. All the ongoing 
mitigation efforts remain in effect. 
 
5. Age Friendly Berkshires-Rae Williams was put in touch with Katherine Kennen and sent her a 
number of senior surveys. Katherine came up with a separate survey which will continue to be 
worked on. This ongoing project will be worked on with Michael Canales and the town. Rae 
Williams suggested we look for an easy way for the surveys to be returned, I.e. pre-paid 
postage. Jim Wilusz and Rae Williams are working together on a specific senior issue in town. 
The need to get information from Berkshire Regional Planning as to their senior programs was 
requested. Michael Canales will contact them so coordination can take place. 
 
6. Stockbridge Bowl Stewardship Committee-GZA and Dr. Kortmen gave a report that the Bowl  
has remained stable or slightly improved since the 1980’s, which is very encouraging. The next 
step that needs to be done is to develop a lake management program. 
 
There was no new business and Chairman asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 
approximately 12:20 PM. The motion was made and seconded and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Minutes prepared by Henry Schwerner, M.D. 
 
Cc: Stockbridge Board of Health Members, Jim Wilusz (Tri-Town H.D.), Stockbridge Town 
Administrator, Stockbridge Select Board, Stockbridge Town Clerk  


