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Town of Stockbridge:  

Proposed Amendments to Zoning Bylaw Section 6.16 – 

“Driveways and Common Driveways” 

The Town of Stockbridge, Massachusetts requested the assistance of the Berkshire Regional Planning 

Commission in late 2020 with zoning bylaw amendments. The proposed amendments herein regard the 

Town’s current zoning bylaw Section 6.16 – Driveways and Common Driveways.  

The only proposed change to the existing bylaw is the insertion of the paragraph found on the following 

page. As the bylaw is currently written, there is no requirement to provide off -street parking spaces 

prior to obtaining a building permit. This has increased the frequency of on-street parking during 

construction and afterwards. An increased number of vehicles parked on-street impedes public services 

and further congests roadways that are narrow to begin with. Furthermore, there is no prov ision for 

vehicles, such as a fire truck, to be able to access a property via a driveway. In some instances, 

emergency vehicles have had difficulty accessing a property which restricts emergency responders 

ability to expeditiously perform their duties.  

The proposed amendment would require a minimum of two (2) off -street parking spaces before a 

building permit can be obtained. The area of an off-street parking space is defined in Section 6.2.4 (9’ x 

18’). To provide property owners with flexibility, the required off-street parking can be in any 

configuration as long as it conforms to the minimum area requirement (324 square feet). There was 

concern expressed at a Planning Board meeting that this requirement would be overly restrictive. The 

Building Inspector was then consulted and based on the typical size of parcels in Stockbridge, the 

requirement of a minimum of 324 square feet dedicated to off-street parking was determined to be 

appropriate. Even a very small parcel – half acre – contains over 20,000 square feet of land.   



 

 

6.16 Driveways and Common Driveways  

6.16.1 Requirements Applicable to All Driveways  

The Building Inspector shall not issue a building permit for the principal structure on the lot served by a 

driveway unless all of the conditions in Section 6.16.1 have been met. The building permit shall be 

issued or denied within thirty (30) days of application. All driveways shall be constructed in a manner 

ensuring reasonable and safe access from the right-of-way serving the premises, for all vehicles, 

including but not limited to, emergency, fire, and police vehicles. A building permit shall only be issued if 

a driveway shows due consideration of traffic hazards and drainage problems which might result. The 

minimum area and configuration of a driveway shall be such to provide a minimum of two (2) off-street 

parking spaces as defined by Section 6.2.4 for each lot served by the driveway.  

a. Driveways shall connect the lot or lots they serve from the way on which such lot or lots have their 

frontage.  

b. The maximum length of any driveway shall not exceed 500 feet, measured from the edge of the 

surface of the Street or Road; provided, however, that a driveway exceeding 500 feet may be approved 

by special permit, if a greater length is necessitated by topography or special conditions which may 

include conservation, scenic landscape, or agricultural considerations.  

c. Driveways shall be constructed so that water from the driveway will not drain onto the crown of the 

Street or Road. The edge of a driveway entering onto the surface of a Street or Road shall not impede 

the existing flow of surface water runoff.  

d. Driveways shall be pitched downward from the Street or Road; provided, however, that, where 

topography prevents the driveway from being pitched downward in its entirety, the driveway shall be 

constructed on a downgrade from the Street or Road surface to the sideline of the Town right of way 

with a pitch of at least one-quarter (1/4) inch per foot and, beyond the sideline of the Town right of way, 

the driveway may be pitched in a manner approved by the Highway Superintendent.  

e. Driveways shall be not less than eight (8) feet and not more than sixteen (16) feet in width within the 

Town right of way. Any curb at the entrance of a driveway shall be rounded off with a radius of three (3) 

feet.  

f. Driveways shall be located to the best advantage with regard to profile, alignment with the Street or 

Road, and sight distance conditions. No driveway shall intersect the Street or Road surface at less than a 

sixty (60) degree angle.  

g. Culverts under driveways shall be approved by the Highway Superintendent and shall be not less than 

fifteen (15) inches in diameter.  

h. Driveways entering onto state highways shall conform to all applicable standards, specifications and 

regulations of the Highway Division of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation.  

i. During construction of a driveway, any adjacent disturbed areas shall be stabilized and planted with 

ground cover as needed. Upon completion of construction, such areas shall be returned to their 

preconstruction condition.  

 


