
Stockbridge Bowl Stewardship Committee meeting 

Minutes December 4, 2020  

Present Jamie Minacci (JM-Chair), Roxanne McCaffrey (RM), Charles Kenny (CK),, Mike Buffoni (MB), 

members of the public 

Absent Michael Nathan,  Jim Wilusz, Gary Kleinerman 

Meeting brought to order at 8:00 a.m. 

JM: apologized for having to leave the November 20th meeting early.  She stated she had a chance to 

review the video of that meeting later. 

JM: Motion to approve the Nov. 20, 2020 minutes; CK second – minutes approved unanimously  with 

several changes. 

Discussion of Dr. Kortmann’s conversation during the Nov. 20, 2020 SBSC meeting: 

MB: commented that it was good information although complicated. 

CK: agreed with Mike and expressed that since Dr. Kortmann volunteered to return after the data has 

been fully analyzed and has the formal report completed that JM formally invite him back.  

CK made a motion to formally invite Dr. Kortmann and Chris Mayne of GZA to return and make a more 

thorough presentation and also solicit a copy of the report prior to the next presentation in order for the 

SBSC to review it ahead of time so the members can study it and formulate questions based on the data 

and their formal report. 

Richard Seltzer asked to be recognized to speak. RS recognized by chair, JM. 

RS: Stated he was pleased to hear Dr. Kortmann and stated that Dr. Kortmann has a lot of expertise. He 

asked the SBSC to weigh in on what Dr. Kortmann expressed and how the SBSC would incorporate that 

information. 

CK: As a point of order asked that we proceed with his motion. RM seconds the motion. Motion passed 

unanimously (CK, JM, RM, MB). 

RS: stated he did not receive a copy of the draft minutes (RS is not a member of the EBSC)  

JM: Responded that once the minutes are corrected, they will be posted on the Town website so Richard 

could read them there. 

JM recognized RM to speak. 

RM: stated her three major take-aways were: 



 if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.  The Oscillatoria plays a major role in the dynamics of the lake and is 

possible competing with the “bad” cyanobacteria.  

 2.The lake is much healthier than it was 40 years ago and that the phosphorous loading has not 

increased 

 Dr. Kortmann mentioned several times to do nothing that disrupts the Chara (charopyite green 

algae) since it plays a major role in calcite formation. 

RM Responding to the RS  question of how Dr. Kortmann’s report would affect future actions, RM stated 

that: 

1. The lake management plan needed to be completed  

2.  We would be using a lake manager hired as a consultant and a limnologist(s) to guide us as to 

what our next steps should be. 

CK: Clarified that the Oscillatori, when in sufficient numbers, can produce cyanotoxins that are harmful 

to people and pets.  He pointed out that it is a matter of timing and placement.  The Oscillatoria tends to 

stay at deep levels of the lake “out of harms way”.  If they do rise to the surface, they tend to do that in 

colder temperatures. And that we now have two seasons showing a large, dense colony of Oscillatoria at 

deep levels and we do not want to disturb this.  We need to keep in mind that Oscillatoria is not 

“benign”. 

RM: Stated Dr. K did not want to see the water column disrupted since the Ocillatoria is 8-12 meters 

deep and that this may or may not be an issue regarding dredging. 

CK: states that RM’s point is well taken, and that we do not have the understanding that Dr. K has. Dr. K 

should weigh in since dredging south of the inlet could change the water flow, but we should not 

speculate. 

A brief discussion of mixing events and actions to be taken  initiated by MB. Seasonal conditions and 

upcoming special events such as the Josh Billings Run-aground seen to be relevant factors in public 

notification of cyanobacterial blooms. 

Monitoring in the lake clarified by RM; from ice out (approx..April) through November, The cost will go 

down due to less on site involvement of GZA and Dr. Kortmann. MB explained details of sample 

handling; 55-57 samples per event. 

RS asked about hiring a lake manager. RM responded that we are waiting for the final analysis of the 

2020 testing data and a formal report from GZA and Dr. Kortmann anticipated to be completed in 

January along with another presentation to the SBSC and also to the Select Board. Since the Town is 

already in a contractual with GZA and Dr. Kortmann they are the logical parties to engage. 

JM asked RM about the status of the weed harvesting NOI. RM: the NOI is being worked on by Foresight 

and it is anticipated to be ready by February. 



CK proposed a future agenda item – reinstituting of periodoc septic inspections to maintain the status 

quo of the phosphate loading. Water and Sewer regulations to be addressed by MB in a future meeting. 

General discussion of possible extension of sewer to west side of the lake. 

JL: Referred to comments by Dr, Kortmann about possibly adopting zoning bylaws requiring owners 

joining the sewer system to be held to the same regulations as if on septic systems, preventing 

overextension of impervious surfaces, protecting the watershed, etc. 

JM proposed a future agenda item: mosquito control in terms of how that impacts the watershed, if at 

all. 

Discussion of meeting schedule: 

CK inclined to postpone next meeting since we are waiting for a formal report from GZA.  

JL: why don’t we wait to hear from Dr. Kortmann? 

CK made a motion that we have the formal report a week prior to the next scheduled meeting to have 

time to review the information. 

RM second, unanimously passed (CK, JM, RM, MB). 

JM will be in touch with GZA to obtain an anticipated date of report receipt. 

CK asked that a copy of the report also be sent to RS. Asked and approved. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:03 a.m. 

 

 


