
Stockbridge Bowl Stewardship Committee minutes 

September 2, 2020 
 

 

I. Open meeting / welcome committee: Chair began the meeting at 8:03am. Those 

present on the committee were, C. Kenny, MD., R. McCaffery, M. Nathan, G. 

Kleienerman, J. Wilusz, and M. Buffoni, and J. Minacci. 

II. Approve Minutes /July 15, 2020 and August 19th, 2020; vote: Chair asked for 

motion to approve Minutes from July 15, 2020; the motion was seconded by C. Kenny, 

MD.; All in Favor, 4-0. Motion was made to approve the Minutes from August 19th, 

2020; Motion to approve the Minutes,C. Kenny, MD. seconded; Roll Call Vote; 4-0; 

passed. 

III. Reports: Board of Health, C. Kenny MD.; C. Kenny, MD. began his report saying that 

he felt that the Lake Management Plan was always to be done by a scientific/ 

professional; though each committee would contribute from their groups/ areas, what 

is important or knowledge from their area of expertise. Each area would be equally 

represented, and be then included. That the inclusion of each member would aid in 

the specific type of professional that is needed. He went on to talk of the more recent 

cyanobacteria bloom, prior to the Josh Billings Race. The lake was closed for two 

weeks. The Board of Health has done much research. There have been many 

misunderstandings about the blooms. There has been a misunderstanding and 

falsehood, such as that herbicides application(s) do not contribute to the cause of 

blooms. He continued by saying that he did an extensive study, looking for studies 

from Williams College and University of Massachusetts looked, CDC, Environmental 

protection agency /Northeast Manager and WHO no one has ever found a study saying 

that Cyanobacteria blooms that herbicides were safe. Of all the Massachusetts lakes 

that had been treated they had 4x fold increase in Cyanobacteria bloom. Spoke to a 

limnologist, said that because the lakes are already eutrophic, this environment 

causes the weeds to be prolific; then, herbicides are recommended. So,the question 

is, if Lake is eutrophic, then put herbicides in, is lake more predisposed/susceptible to 

blooms; does dredging cause problems, does harvesting cause problems. Ongoing 

scientific research, with Dr. R. Kortman (limnologist) to help with a study program last 

summer. He found there was Cyanobacteria at 31 feet, these “germs” could be 

perturbed. Though harvesting occurred and did not stir up the colony. Selectboard put 

in place on recommendation of Dr. Kortman, an ongoing testing program, with GZA 

(engineering consultant), and the Water Department collecting the samples and taking 

readings (in place now)The calcite traps were disrupted; divers may try to retrieve the 

traps.   Questioned by a citizen, she had a guest, a Deputy Commissioner of Water 

Resource in Massachusetts. She had asked him about his opinion of the blooms. He 

thought the green lawns in the area of Mahkeenac Terrace, many could be using a high 

amount of fertilizer. Dr. Kenny replied, that the underground water channels, 

denuded trees rise the water temperatures, and the fertilizer (phosphates) also rises 

the temperature of water. There is sediment, phosphate around the lake, farms, no 

sewers around the western side of Lake; the ongoing studies will have these concerns 



in mind. Present day watershed contributions and the sediment issues. The calcite 

study (lake is a hard water lake), potentially shows that a couple's phosphate 

concentration is decreased by plant photosynthesis. Roxanne spoke about the need for 

education of homeowners to not use high phosphate fertilizer, use plants to protect 

runoff. She mentioned Kripalu, High Lawn Farm, has run off. Water and Sewer can give 

recommendations about sewer systems. We might need to pass a bylaw. Roxanne 

thanked the citizen. Dr. Kenny thought SBA has given out information in the past, and 

hopes they will continue.  

IV. Boat Launch/ Harbormaster: G. Kleinerman; G. Kleinerman started off by saying he 

had found the zebra mussel reports that were collected for two years (summer). He 

continued by saying the activity was still high at the boat ramp area. R. McCaffery 

asked if it could be in a PDF, and sendt it to all, . She thinks feeling it would be 

helpful, when approaching neighboring towns. Feels the natural weeds are a nuisance. 

R. Mc Caffery reported Selectboard has approved the re- paving of the boat ramp.  

V. Conservation Commission, J. Minacci; J. Minacci shared that at the last Conservation 

Committee meeting last week. Talked that the harvesting paperwork would be put in 

early with more specific language to be able to harvest the nuisance weeds more 

assertively. R. Mc Caffery put up her screen, showing the water chestnuts, near the 

outlet. Dr. Cooke, had asked us to remove them. R. McCaffery had thought that Town 

Council thinks each owner would need an NOI to trim plants around homeowners 

docks. She continued that testing has been since April. The jug part of the trap 

missing, going to try to retrieve them. There have been 40 samples near Shadowbrook, 

Duck pond brook, very dry, very little water over the spillway.  M. Buffoni spoke that 

took some GPS coordinates to find jars. He agreed that the water chestnuts need to be 

removed, and will dominate. Lake is 30 feet, and also had a problem with the weeds. 

Going out in two weeks to resample. Brook is really dry. G. Kleinerman said he could 

open the spillway, for M. Buffoni, to get water into the stream.   

VI. Dredging / GZA, M. Nathan; M. Nathan shared that he had a meeting with GZA and G. 

Wellencamp went to several locations on the lake to view possible GEO Tube 

collection spots, for when the dredging can happen, these bags/ tubes need to lay 

down to collect all the sediment/ silt  from dredging, and be collected. He felt that 

they had narrowed it down by the Town Beach area, and came up with 6/7 spots, 

feeling optimistic. When de-watered, the silt will go to Bullard Woods. It’s how many 

bags? Would have to level the area(s) to accommodate the bags.  

VII. Town of Stockbridge/ Public Works, M. Buffoni; M. Buffoni spoke of the pole by the 

bridge going up. He was concerned by the lack of water in the stream in Interlaken. G. 

Kleinerman had responded that he could open the water to let water through to the 

stream.  

VIII. Selectboard, R. McCaffery;  R. McCaffery started with her visit with M. Nathan, and 

GZA in the morning, the site locations looked promising. She gave her knowledge of 

the lack of Eurasian Milifoil, and the report Dr.Coote, PhD. had given at Selectboard 

meeting.  

IX. Tri - Town Health, J. Wilusz; J. Wilusz, spoke of the two E. coli events. He 

mentioned a few ideas about yard treatments. He would like to talk about the 



mosquito program and the older systems on the lake. Some of the effulgence might be 

getting into the Lake. He is also concerned about increase in short term rentals. Home 

owners are over taxing the septic system, taking on extra capacity. Seasonal 

homeowners seem to stay longer due to Covid, also putting strain on their septic 

systems. Can only get involved if sale, adding on, or a complaint. Talked about newer 

systems to place around lake properties. It’s a conversation with the Board of Health 

about this. He had said sewer extension to help the strain on the lake. He also wanted 

to stress that the amount of pesticides going into the lake from mosquito control is a 

strain. Lastly, he would like to talk more about the education piece, at a later time. 

R. McCaffery asked M. Buffoni where the sewer lines are and where they are not. He 

said he has a map showing the sewer and water lines. M. Buffoni said that there was a 

2003 / bylaw that every 5 years you need to prove that septic passes Title 5; many 

hooked up, those that didn’t had newer systems. This has not been enforced, and is 

coming to the end of a twenty year loan. C. Kenny talked a large portion of 

watershed, sits on formation of calcite marble, that is water soluble. The underground 

water channels can be formed, and show up through subterranean channels. These 

subterranean channels are active because the lake is a hard water lake, though the 

muck on the bottom doesn’t have calcium. If these underwater channels could be 

passed Kripalu, or by farm, or failed systems, could be contributing to nutrient loading 

to Lake.  

X. Lake Management Plan: discussion, outline timeline to prepare RFP: Chair brought 

up that Dr. Kenny had brought up some good points of how to move forward, and 

hoping each member can bring some bullet points to our next meeting. There will be a 

Special Town Meeting, the hope is to write an RFP for this year to be considered for 

review. Chair could include each person's considerations to be included. 

XI. New business / information or requests of committee: None at this time. 

XII. Citizens input / questions: on topic(s) covered, briefly. See item III above. 

XIII. Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 9:09am. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

J. Minacci  

Chair 

 

 

 


