
Article #__:  To see if the Town will vote to add the following new Section 6.31, entitled Rural 

Siting Principles, to the Town of Stockbridge Zoning Bylaw. 

 

6.31  Rural Siting Principles 

 

6.31.1 The following standards for land development shall apply to the siting of all uses and 

structures that are Natural and Historic Resource Protection Zoning (NHRPZ) projects 

under Section 6.24 or other projects subject to site plan or special permit approval.  

They are recommended but not required for the siting of individual residences on 

existing lots where no NHRPZ, site plan or special permit review is required. 

 

6.31.2 Wherever feasible, retain and reuse existing old farm/woods roads and lanes rather than 

constructing new roads or driveways.  This minimizes clearing and disruption of the 

landscape and takes advantage of the attractive way that old lanes are often lined with 

trees and stone walls.  (This is not appropriate where reuse of a road would require 

widening in a manner that destroys trees or stone walls or where an existing road is 

aligned in a way that disrupts drainage or accelerates erosion.) 

 

6.31.3 Preserve stone walls and hedgerows.  These traditional landscape features define 

outdoor areas in a natural way and create corridors useful for wildlife.  Using these 

features as property lines is often appropriate, as long as setback requirements do not 

result in constructing buildings in the middle of fields. 

 

6.31.4 Avoid placing buildings in the middle of open fields.  Place them either at the edges of 

fields or in wooded areas, except in those parts of the woodland where there are 

significant features such very large trees, stone walls, cellar holes, vernal pools, etc.  

Septic systems and leach fields may be located in fields, however. 

 

6.31.5 Use existing vegetation and topography to buffer and screen new buildings if possible, 

unless they are designed and located close to the road in the manner historically found 

in the Town.  If vegetative buffers are used, a minimum depth of 50 feet of mixed 

ground-covers, shrubs, and trees should be provided.  Group buildings in clusters or 

tuck them behind tree lines or knolls rather than spreading them out across the 

landscape in a "sprawl" pattern. 

 

6.31.6 Minimize clearing of vegetation at the edge of the road, clearing only as much as is 

necessary to create a driveway entrance with adequate sight distance.  Use curves in the 

driveway to increase the screening of buildings. 

 

6.31.7 Site buildings so that they do not protrude above treetops and crestlines of hills as seen 

from public places and roads.  Use vegetation as a backdrop to reduce the prominence 

of the structure.  Wherever possible, open up views by selective cutting of small trees 

and pruning lower branches of large trees, rather than by clearing large areas or 

removing mature trees. 

 

6.31.8 Minimize crossing of steep slopes with roads and driveways.  When building on slopes, 
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take advantage of the topography by building multi-level structures with entrances on 

more than one level (e.g., walk-out basements, garages under buildings), rather than 

grading the entire site flat.  Use the flattest portions of the site for subsurface sewage 

disposal systems and parking areas. 

 

6.31.9 Where feasible, site buildings and other areas to be developed in a manner that does not 

block trails or paths that have traditionally provided access to back land.  It not 

practicable, re-locate the trail(s) to ensure continued access.  This provision shall not be 

construed to create any public access rights that do not otherwise exist. 

 

6.31.10 Design Process 

 

(a) Before submitting an application for approval of an NHRPZ under Section 6.24, 

applicants are required to demonstrate to the Planning Board that the following design 

process was performed by a certified landscape architect and considered in determining 

the layout of proposed streets, house lots, and open space as shown on the plan.  

 

(b) Step One: Identifying Conservation Areas. Identify preservation land by two steps. 

First, Primary Conservation Areas (such as unbuildable wetlands, steep slopes, and 

floodplains regulated by state or federal law) and Secondary Conservation Areas 

(including unprotected, buildable elements of the natural landscape such as moderate 

slopes, riparian areas and land bordering ponds and lakes, mature woodlands, prime 

farmland, meadows, wildlife habitats, and cultural features such as historic and 

archeological sites, cellar holes, stone walls, and scenic views) shall be identified and 

delineated.  Second, the Potentially Developable Area will be identified and delineated.  

It shall exclude Primary Conservation Areas and may consist of the least constrained 

portion of the Secondary Conservation Areas.  

 

(c) Step Two: Locating House Sites. Locate the approximate sites of individual houses 

within the Potentially Developable Area and include the delineation of private yards 

and shared amenities, so as to reflect an integrated community, with emphasis on 

consistency with the Town's historical development patterns. The number of homes 

enjoying the amenities of the development should be maximized.  

 

(d) Step Three: Aligning the Streets, Common Driveways, and Trails. Align streets in 

order to access the house lots. Additionally, new trails should be laid out to create 

internal and external connections to existing and/or potential future streets, sidewalks, 

and trails.  

 

(e) Step Four: Lot Lines. Draw in the lot lines. 
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