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CONSERVATION COMMISSION – TOWN OF STOCKBRIDGE  

TUESDAY  27 July 2021 
7:00pm, Stockbridge, MA – Town Hall & Remote via Zoom 

 

Present:  Ron Brouker [presiding], John Hart, Jay Rhind, Lisa Bozzuto, Jamie Minacci, Joe DeGiorgis, Sally 

Underwood-Miller 

 

Also present:  Jackson Alberti, Sam Mercier, Peter Ungaro, Pat Kennelly, Steven Haward, Patrick White, Lisa 

Sauer, Robert Daly, Ben and Eden Levy, Kate Williams, Laurie Dubner, Martha Piper, Rachel Childers 

  

Lisa Bozzuto made a motion to approve minutes from Tuesday, July 13.  Jamie Minacci seconded.  Unanimous. 

 

Rachel Childers of 4 South Street attended informally with questions regarding invasive plant removal on her 

property.  They have 31 acres adjacent to Agawam Brook.  They are proposing to do the removal via hand work 

and perhaps a forest mulcher.  The Commission informed her that hand work was acceptable as long as the soils 

were minimally disturbed, but any large machinery would require a permit.  The river resource area jurisdiction is 

200’. 

 

Request for Certificate of Compliance – Bernard Haan, 16 Beachwood Drive.  Map 104, Lot 102.  DEP#296-

0457. (Creative Building Solutions)  Continued pending resolution of violation. 

 

Notice of Intent – Tri Walk, LLC, Lot 1.1 Bean Hill Road. Map 209, Lot 1.1.  Single family house.  (Greylock 

Design)  To be resubmitted.  

There was no one to present the Request for Determination of Applicability for the Housatonic Railroad.  

wetlands delineation.  (TEC Associates)  Continued. 

 

Request for Determination of Applicability - Mahkeenac Terrace Association.  Map 205, lot 32.  Remove/repair 

existing stairs and railing.  (White)  Continued pending clarifications. 

 

Much discussion ensued regarding the Scenic Mountains Notice of Intent for Benjamin Levy & Eden Cardozo, 2 

Housatonnuck Road.  (Map 103, Lot 36)  They are proposing to purchase the property  and conduct additional 

clearing/stumping/trimming of forested land within the Scenic Mountains area.  Jackson Alberti of Foresight Land 

Services explained why the applicants wish to extend the cutting beyond the area which was cleared unpermitted 

already.  In addition to SMA, there are wetlands on the property.  Commissioners had visited the site and agreed 

that the previously cleared area would make a suitable house site, while expressing frustration and dismay as to 

the unpermitted cutting.  It is assumed, but unknown, that the current owners are responsible for that cutting.  

Further investigation and, perhaps, action will need to be taken before this application would be considered.  

Commissioners did not feel that additional planting would either mitigate what has been cut illegally or be an 

acceptable replacement for what is proposed to be cut.  According to the Act, the amount normally permissible 

(and then some) has already been cleared. 

 

Lisa Bozzuto made a motion to issue an Enforcement Order under the Scenic Mountains Act for unpermitted 

cutting at 2 Housatonnuck Road.  John Hart seconded.  Unanimous. 

 

Sally Underwood-Miller recused herself as a Commissioner for the Request for Determination of Applicability 

submitted by National Grid for the installation of Electric Poles on Rattlesnake Mountain Road, stating that she is 

the homeowner this project affects. Kate Williams of Tighe & Bond presented the proposal which will place 4 

electric poles approximate to the roadside wetland on the north side of the road.  Questions as to why this location 

was chosen, which also involves a low-voltage electric line maintained by Kinder Morgan (Tenneco), when it 

would also involve the trimming of mature shading trees were met with the explanation that this was in the best 

interest of the customer, in spite of the less impactful location on the south side of the road.  Reluctantly, in light 
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of the inexplicably prolonged redesign of an already overlong process, along with the increased expense that 

would be incurred by the homeowner, Jay Rhind made a motion to approved the plan.  Ron Brouker seconded. 7-

0-1 Motion passed. 

No one came forward to present the Notice of Intent for Mary Bacon, 4 Cove Lane. (Map 101, lot 54)  The 

proposal is to demolish/reconstruct house and related sitework. (BE) Continued. 

 

Sam Mercier presented the Notice of Intent for Diane & Peter Abatemarco, 6 Mahkeenac Rd.  (Map 103, lot 69)  

The plan is to remove/replace the failing exterior stairs and construct a retaining wall. They also intend to remove 

the unpermitted fence. A site visit was set for 10am 7/30.  Continued 

 

No one came forward to present the Request for Determination of Applicability for Terry Kaplan, 24 Birch Lane.  

(Map 101, lot 43)  The plan is to continue the unpermitted work already begun to repair/rebuild retaining wall & 

stairs close to the lake.  Continued. 

 

Once again, 20 Mahkeenac Shores Road was discussed regarding their continued failure to protect the lake from 

stormwater runoff during construction.  The Secretary informed the homeowner’s counsel on Friday 7/16 that the 

following measures were required immediately. 

<< Given the continuing erosion on this site, and continuing storms in the forecast, the Conservation 

Commission is requiring that your client install erosion control fabric to prevent further erosion and siltation into 

the lake. 

The most recent measures were inadequate.  Please inform him that this must be done immediately.>> 
 
Given that this applicant has continually failed to protect the lake from runoff, the Commission is considering 

issuing a fine.  Town Counsel will review this, along with the proposed performance standards.  

 

Jay Rhind made a motion to adjourn at 8:42.  Jamie Minacci seconded. Unanimous. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Sally Underwood-Miller, Secretary 

 

 

 

 


