
STOCKBRIDGE SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, December 2, 2021 

6:30 p.m. 

ZOOM MEETING - TOWN OFFICES, 50 MAIN STREET 
  
Present:  
Roxanne McCaffrey, Chuck Cardillo, Patrick White and Mike Canales 

 
Call to Order: 
Roxane called the meeting to order. 

 
The first order of business was the continuation of Special Permit Hearing to 

consider the application of Matthew Deres and Shanny Porras, property at 8 
Mahkeenac Terrace. 
 

Roxanne moved to open the Special Permit hearing to consider the application 
of Matthew Deres and Shanny Porras for property located at 8 Mahkeenac 

Terrace and to waive the reading of the notice to be incorporated into the 
minutes. Chuck seconded. Aye Patrick, Aye Roxanne, Aye Chuck. 
Notice: 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

TOWN OF STOCKBRIDGE 

50 MAIN STREET 

STOCKBRIDGE, MA 01262 

  

SPECIAL PERMIT HEARING 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Selectmen, acting as a Special Permit Granting 

Authority, will hold a public hearing at the Stockbridge Town Offices and via Zoom 

Meetting, on Thursday, November 18, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. to consider the application of 

Matthew Deres and Shanny Porras for property located at 8 Mahkeenac Terrace. The 

applicant is requesting authorization, pursuant to Section 6.1.2 of the Zoning Bylaws to 
allow the extension, alteration reconstruction or change of use of a nonconforming 

single-family dwelling. The property is in an R-2 zone. 

 

The application is filed in the Town Clerk’s Office and the Selectmen’s Office.  The 

application can be reviewed in either office during normal business hours. 
 

       Roxanne McCaffrey, 

       Chairman 

The Berkshire Eagle      The Berkshire Eagle 

October 27, 2021      November 3, 2021  

 

 
Attorney Andy Hochberg representing Matthew and Shanny was present with 
engineer Brent White to present the project.  The current cottage is pre-

existing, non-conforming to lot and side yard setback. The proposal is to 
demolish the existing cottage and construct a new 2.5 story single family home, 
with a basement level which is 75% below the existing grade level; this is not 



counted as a story. The exposed portion is for a garage.  Determination of 
height and how that is measured, from existing grade or new grade, is of 

concern. Maximum building height allowed is 35 feet.  
Brent White reviewed the plans (a full copy is in the meeting packet) and 

shared diagrams and photos. In respect to the height, the intent with respect to 
the Town zoning bylaw is to measure from the lowered dug out grade. Roxanne 
read the bylaw: “The vertical distance to the highest point of flat or mansard 

roofs including the top of a parapet or, in the case of pitched roofs, to the 
highest point of the ridge or top of the roof from the lowest existing grade that 
is both within six (6) feet of the walls of a building and more than six (6) feet 

from a creek, river, stream, pond or lake. Maximum building height in all 
residential zones is 35 feet.” 

Mike said that it is their opinion and that of legal, that the “existing grade” is 
the grade after it is altered; it becomes the existing grade. You would therefore 
measure from the base of the garage all the way up, putting the height at 42 

feet. Attorney Hocherg took the position that you use the existing grade to 
measure, being what exists currently. Chuck said that they cannot set a 

precedent by accepting this. Chuck said that they bylaw intended that the 
height is 35 feet from the highest point to the lowest point. Roxanne agreed. 
Patrick questioned if the garage level was removed and using the existing 

ground level, the house could be built and this was confirmed.  
Carl Sprague spoke from the audience indicating that as presented it would be 
in violation of the bylaws and asked the Board to uphold them. There were no 

other public comments. 
Attorney Hochberg and Brent White took a short recess and returned with the 

proposal to modify the petition to be without the exposed garage and change in 
grade. They can resubmit the plan for the building permit.  
Mike clarified that they were asking the Board to pass this tonight contingent 

on no exposed garage and no excavation taking the ground level down. Prior to 
a building permit being issued Brent stated that they would submit a revised 
site plan and revised architectural site plan that does not show an exposed 

garage level facing Mahkeenac Terrace; therefore, the building as proposed 
would comply with the building height definition of the grade post construction 

and be less than 35 feet. Mike felt that this would meet the requirement.  
Roxanne moved that they closed the hearing for deliberation of the Board. 
Chuck seconded; all were in favor.  

With discussion the Board was in agreement.  
Chuck made a motion that they accept the special permit minus the garage, 

and that no point of the house is over 35 feet and that the Building Inspector 
approves the final drawing and it meets his codes. Roxanne seconded; Patrick 
Aye, Roxanne Aye, Chuck Aye. 

 
Next on the agenda Roxanne made the motion to appoint Abigale Fredsall to 
the Agricultural & Forestry Commission as an alternate. Chuck seconded; all 

were in favor. 
 



Next was the Facility Director position update. Mike noted that with Chris 
Marsden’s resignation, he is putting coverage in place. The highway will take 

care of snow removal at the Town Offices, Rich Attwood will temporarily take 
over as cemetery consultant and Emergency Management Assistant Scott Muir 

will take over in Emergency Management in the interim as there is a search for 
a new Facilities Director. 
Mike said that he will have a job description for the next meeting.  Roxanne, 

being concerned with safety, asked Mike to follow up on the two lights that are 
out in the back of the building. 
 

Next was the renewals for Annual Alcohol licenses. Roxanne read the following 
list of applicants. 

• Berkshire Theatre Festival 

• Boston Symphony Orchestra – Tanglewood  

• Greenland Market, LLC – Elm Street Market 

• I Shree 2 – LLC 

• Michael’s of Stockbridge 

• The Norman Rockwell Museum at Stockbridge 

• Oryan, Inc. – DBA Once Upon a Table 

• Roaring, LLC, DBA Red Lion Inn 

• Stockbridge Golf Club 

• Stockbridge Sportsmen’s Club 

• Stockbridge Wine Cellar 

• Theresa’s Stockbridge Café 

• The Wheatleigh Corp 
Chuck made a motion that they grant the licenses. Roxanne seconded; Patrick 
Aye, Roxanne Aye, Chuck Aye. 

 
Next was renewals for Annual Entertainment Licenses. Roxanne provided a 
brief statement: The fact that we have non-profits in residential zones and 

neighborhoods makes the balance between protecting the quiet enjoyment of 
residents while preserving the viability of non-profits problematic. Each non-

profit faces different challenges based on their physical locations and their 
relative proximity to residential homes. Increasingly we’ve received concerns 
about the impact that events held by non-profits have on their surrounding 

residential neighborhoods. I trust that we can find an appropriate balance that 
serves both our residents and the non-profits for the betterment of our 
community. 

Roxanne added that they are well aware about their concerns.  
Chuck asked to review Michael’s and the Red Lion Inn’s applications as they 

are in the business district. 
Chuck made a motion that they accept Michael’s of Stockbridge and  
Roaring, LLC, DBA Red Lion Inn for their entertainment licenses. Roxanne 

seconded; all were in favor. 
 



Roxanne listed the following list of applicants for Annual Entertainment 
licenses: 

       

• Berkshire Theatre Festival, Main Stage and Unicorn Theatre  

• Boston Symphony Orchestra – Tanglewood      

• Norman Rockwell Museum at Stockbridge    

• Wheatleigh 

• Chesterwood Museum  

• The Trustees of Reservations – Naumkeag 

• Berkshire Botanical Garden 
 
Beginning with Wheatleigh’s application, Roxanne noted that the application is 
specific and has locations indicated. The Board asked for public comment  and 

with none, Chuck made a motion to accept Wheatleigh’s entertainment license. 
Roxanne seconded; all were in favor. Mike noted that end time for 
entertainment is 11 p.m. General Manager Dan Zimmer asked how to handle 

event requests for 11:30 p.m. The Board responded that those would require 
separate one-day applications.  

Chuck added that if there are complaints with any venue the Board would 
bring them in for discussion to develop a compromise. 
 

The Board then discussed the Berkshire Theatre Festival, Main Stage and 
Unicorn Theatre. Chuck asked if they were strictly inside.  The application only 

shows indoor locations. Separate licenses would need to be applied for, for 
special events. Mike noted that as there was no one present from the BTG, we 
will reach out to them and let them know that the condition of 11 p.m. was 

agreed on by the Board, not the requested 12 a.m. If they do not agree, they 
may ask for a public hearing to discuss further. Chuck made a motion to 
accept the Berkshire Theatre Festival, Main Stage and Unicorn Theatre 

entertainment until 11 p.m. and for indoors only. Roxanne seconded; all were 
in favor. 

 
Next discussed was the Boston Symphony Orchestra – Tanglewood. This 
license is also until 11 p.m. and for the Linde Center, the Volpe Family Studio, 

the Gordon Family Studio, the Tent Club, Ozawa Hall, and the Shed. Chuck 
made a motion to accept the BSO -Tanglewood entertainment licenses. 

Roxanne seconded; all were in favor.   
 
The Trustees of Reservations – Naumkeag entertainment license was next 

discussed. Brian Cruey was present representing Naumkeag. Roxanne noted 
that there have been some concerns and some steps have been taken to 
address them. She said that they have discussed the upper driveway on 

Prospect Hill Road which is being worked on and asked for a commitment from 
Brian and the Trustees that this will be in place by a date certain. Brian did 

not feel that he could say for certain. Tom LaBelle stated that he felt it should 



be a condition and that it should not be up to Naumkeag. Roxanne said that 
this was a discussion and she felt that they may have a potential solution (to 

traffic coming out on Church Street. Tom also questioned the need of a sign 
permit. Mike noted that this was not a hearing and asked the Board, in light of 

the discussion, to set a public hearing, with notice of the hearing going out to 
Naumkeag seven days before. Roxanne made a motion that they advertise the 
hearing for the annual entertainment license for The Trustees of Reservations – 

Naumkeag for December 16th at 8:00 a.m. Tom LaBelle informed the Board 
that they would be out protesting on Church Street and advised the bus drivers 
to watch for them. Patrick asked that in two weeks, we stick to evaluating the 

entertainment license,  the public safety concerns, things within the Board’s 
jurisdiction and to keep it civil.  

 
The Norman Rockwell Museum’s entertainment application was received as 
very specific and with an end time of 11 p.m. They have removed the outdoor 

puppet theatre from their application. Jill Gellert was present representing the 
Rockwell. Chuck made a motion that they accept the Norman Rockwell 

Museum’s annual entertainment license. Roxanne seconded; all were in favor. 
 
The Berkshire Botanical Garden application was next discussed. There was no 

representative in attendance from the Berkshire Botanical Garden. Roxanne 
noted that there have been complaints, typically about music Mondays. The 
application is fundamentally incomplete with no detailed information. Roxanne 

said that as submitted, it should be denied and Mike noted that they we will 
need to have a public hearing to make a decision. Berkshire Botanical Garden 

will be placed on the agenda as a public hearing on December 16th at 8:00 a.m.  
They can come in with an updated application at this time. 
 

Chesterwood Museum’s application was next addressed and citing no issues, 
Chuck made a motion to accept Chesterwood Museum’s annual entertainment 
license. Roxanne seconded; all were in approval. 

 
Patrick said that on Tuesday, there will be a food drive for dry goods for the 

Great Barrington food pantry and Stockbridge volunteers will pick up items 
from your front porch. They will be delivered to the food pantry to be 
distributed to folks in need. 

 
Adjournment: 
With no further business, Roxanne adjourned the meeting.  

 


