
STOCKBRIDGE SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

Thursday, December 9, 2021 

6:30 p.m.  

ZOOM MEETING - TOWN OFFICES, 50 MAIN STREET  

   

Present:   

Roxanne McCaffrey, Chuck Cardillo, Patrick White and Mike Canales  

  

Call to Order:  

Roxane called the meeting to order.  

  

First on the agenda was the Special Permit Public Hearing to consider the 

application of Sally Levy Hecht for property located at 7 Partridge Way.   

  

Roxanne made a motion to open the Special Permit hearing to consider the 

application of Sally Levy Hecht for property located at 7 Partridge Way and to 

waive the reading of the notice to be incorporated into the minutes. Chuck 

seconded; all were in favor.  

  
BOARD OF SELECTMEN TOWN OF STOCKBRIDGE 50 MAIN STREET STOCKBRIDGE, MA 

01262  

  
SPECIAL PERMIT HEARING  

   Notice is hereby given that the Board of Selectmen, acting as a Special Permit  
Granting Authority, will hold a public hearing at the Stockbridge Town Offices and via 

Zoom Meeting, on Thursday, December 9, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. to consider the application 

of Sally Levy Hecht for property located at 7 Partridge Way. The applicant is requesting 

authorization, pursuant to Section 6.1.2 of the Zoning Bylaws to allow the extension, 

alteration reconstruction or change of use of a nonconforming single-family dwelling. 

The property is in an R-2 zone.  
The application is filed in the Town Clerk’s Office and can be reviewed during normal 

business hours.  
Roxanne McCaffrey,  

               Chairman  
 The Berkshire Eagle           The Berkshire Eagle  
 November 17, 2021           November 24, 2021   

  

Robert Hecht presented that they would like to add a family room to the rear of 

the house. Building Inspector Ned Baldwin told them that they were over the 

requirements and to present to the Selectmen. Roxanne said that they are 

going from a conforming lot to a non-conforming lot as according to 

calculations they are 10% over the lot coverage allowed.  As presented the 

Board cannot approve the plans as over the 10%, it becomes non-conforming. 

Options are that the proposed addition could be slightly smaller to stay withing 

the lot coverage or they can go the Zoning Board of Appeals. Mr. Hecht noted 

that they would like to keep the room size proposed. Mike explained that the 



10% calculation is based on the screen porch, the cottage and the addition. 

The front, back and rear decks only apply to the mass calculation. They are 29 

square feet over. If denied by the Board they can go to the ZBA for a variance.   

With no one wishing to speak in favor or opposition, Roxanne made a motion to 

close the hearing for deliberation of the Board. Chuck seconded; all were in 

favor.  

Roxanne moved that they deny the application as presented since it does 

represent 29 feet over the maximum lot coverage. Chuck seconded. Patrick: 

aye, Roxanne: aye, Chuck: aye.  

  

Next Katie Keman, Director of Climate Resilience Services for BSC Group 

reviewed the MVP planning for the Town (PDF attached to the end of minutes.) 

The program provides financial and technical resources to communities to 

address critical municipal needs that increase climate resilience. The program 

typically awards about 11 million dollars State wide in planning grants and it 

doubled last year to 21 million. Core principles are: proactive solutions, 

nature-based solutions, environmental justice and equity, robust community 

engagement, regional solutions/regional benefit, and innovative, transferable 

approaches. In 2020 – 2021, Stockbridge participated in their planning 

program, Stockbridge Community Resilience Building and Resilient Housing 

Initiative; receiving MVP Designation. This year the Town along with other 

communities, with the MVP Action Grant, have been working on the 

Housatonic Stream Restoration for Regional Flood Resilience. Katie reviewed 

examples of MVP Action Grants and what communities have done after their 

initial community assessments. Top identified hazards and concerns in 

Stockbridge were: impacts to recreational/cultural resources; seniors/social 

vulnerability; development pressure/changing demographics; infrastructure – 

electricity, sewer, culverts; and resilient governance and land use planning. 

Resilient, affordable housing has been looked at as a climate solution. Results 

from the community survey (204 responses, 96% Stockbridge residents)were 

reviewed. The highest concerns were issues with falling trees, back-up power, 

private well concerns and scheduling home maintenance contractors. Home 

efficiency and weatherization were also concerns. Most respondents want to 

remain in Stockbridge as seniors and solutions include more senior and 

affordable housing. A website has been set up for the project with all of the 

details: https://stockbridgemvp.wordpress.com/  MPV Action Grants are due 

in the spring (April/May 2022) and expressions of interest are due February 

14th.  

Patrick stated that Stockbridge has two calcareous fens and the second largest 

old growth forest not State owned. A proactive solution around these could be a 

plan. He also wondered about land acquisition around Agawam and 

Kampoosa Bog. Roxanne questioned if this would be for resilience housing 

and Katie said that it would be a decision of the State, but it would need to be 

somewhat ready to purchase. Patrick said that many State and Federal 

https://stockbridgemvp.wordpress.com/


programs allocation of resources are based on full time residency. Stockbridge 

has a much higher summer population and are therefore is structurally 

limited. Katie said that this issue is a complex topic and not dis-similar to what 

happens on the Cape. It would be interesting to do a project with a community 

reach using places who have similar issues. Patrick said that to build a 

multifamily home, a special permit is required in Stockbridge and he felt that it 

should be addressed as a bylaw change. Patrick thanked Laura Dubester and 

Michael for the work they did on this project. Katie added that Stockbridge can 

submit multiple expressions of interest. Laura Dubester felt that it is important 

that climate resilience is a part of all the Stockbridge departments and 

employees. Roxanne suggested the need for another questionnaire to address 

senior needs.  

  

Next on the agenda was to review for approval the Red Lion Inn Change of 

Manager, Change of Officers, Change of Ownership Interest, and Management 

Agreement. Roxanne made a motion to approve. Chuck seconded. Aye Patrick, 

Aye Roxanne, Aye Chuck. 

   

Take action on meeting minutes of October 14th and November 18th, 2021. 

Patrick had some requested additions to the October 14th minutes. Roxanne 

made a motion to approve the November 18th, 2021 minutes. Patrick seconded; 

Chuck was not at that meeting and therefor abstained. The minutes were 

approved.  

  

In reference to the Opioid Distributor Settlement and J.J. Settlement – The 

town registered online to receive participation forms for the statewide opioid 

settlements with opioid distributors Cardinal, McKesson and Amerisource 

Bergen and opioid-maker Johnson & Johnson; the Board was in the position to 

authorize Michael Canales as the Town Administrator to sign to participate in 

the settlement. Patrick made a motion to give Michael permission to sign. 

Roxanne seconded; all were in favor. 

  

Last on the agenda was to discuss the purchase of above ground streetlights as 

recommended by consultant and streetlight committee.  Mike said that after all 

the exploration with the consultant and looking at all the options and costs, to 

own the underground would mean that the Town would own everything and it 

would not be in our best interest to secure the underground at this time. As for 

the above ground lighting system, we would be responsible for the piece 

coming off the pole and the head lamp. We become the ones to be notified for 

light outages and Mike has reached out to Comalli Electric to be brought in 

when a light goes out. This is being timed with the DOR grant to fund LED 

lights which will have a two-year payback. The total cost for the above ground 

is $1,717.32. Laura added that this is the way communities are moving 



forward and is a very cost-effective measure. The below ground will continue to 

be maintained by National Grid. Roxanne made a motion to approve the 

purchase of the above ground street lights as recommended by our consultant 

and our Street Light Committee. Chuck seconded; all were in favor. Thanks 

again went out to the Street Light Committee members. 

  

Adjournment:  

With no further business, Roxanne adjourned the meeting.   

 

MVP  Presentation:               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 


