
STOCKBRIDGE SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, December 16, 2021 

8:00 a.m. 

ZOOM MEETING - TOWN OFFICES, 50 MAIN STREET 
  
Present:  
Roxanne McCaffrey, Chuck Cardillo, Patrick White and Mike Canales 

 
Call to Order: 
Roxanne called the meeting to order. 

 
First on the agenda were hearings for annual entertainment licenses for 

Berkshire Botanical Garden and Naumkeag. 
 
Roxanne made a motion to open the hearing to consider the application of the 

Berkshire Botanical Garden, 5 West Stockbridge Road and waive the notice of 
the meeting to be incorporated into the minutes. Chuck seconded; all were in 

favor. 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Selectmen, acting as the Licensing 
Authority, will hold a public hearing at the Stockbridge Town Offices and via Zoom 

Meeting, at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, December 16, 2021 to consider the application of 

Berkshire Botanical Garden for an Annual Entertainment License application for events 

located at 5 West Stockbridge Road. 

 Roxanne McCaffrey 
Chairman 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87099294217?pwd=RVExRGNXbnZqTGhYZ2lnVlc2bWFVdz09 

 

 

Matt Larkin, ten-year Chairman of the Board for the Berkshire Botanical 
Garden, noted that Botanical Garden, is the second-oldest nonprofit in 
Stockbridge, established in 1934. The first event held that year at the Gardens 

was the Harvest Festival which has been celebrated for 87 years, aside from the 
last two years due to COVID. Events have been an important source of revenue 

for the Gardens, one of which is Music Mondays: a summer series of music on 
Mondays from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m., with attendances of around 100. Roxanne 
stated that the Music Mondays are amplified music and asked if there was a 

way to control the direction of the music which is held in the gazebo located in 
the topiary garden. Dania Audia, Director of Special Events, said that the 
directions of the speakers are directed toward route 102, into the property. 

Currently they are looking at holding Music Mondays through July and August 
on Monday nights. They also have about 12 weddings during the year with 75% 

of them held in the Center House and a few under a tent in the Proctor Garden 
(tent occupancy max. of 100).  
 

Roxanne asked for public comment. Keith Knudsen, an abutter and said that 
the music series causes undue disruption and discomfort to almost all of the 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87099294217?pwd=RVExRGNXbnZqTGhYZ2lnVlc2bWFVdz09


neighbors, who are really annoyed. He objected to the location of the amplified 
music and felt that other locations would be better. He felt that use as an 

entertainment venue is incompatible with the expected use of a botanical 
garden.  He stated that the music is disruptive as over amplified and long 

hours. He felt that there could be a respectful solution. Abutter John Peyron 
stated his concern of the possibility of expansion of music series and the music 
amplification. He suggested acoustic, non-amplified music as a solution. 

Harold French, a Church Street resident said that he can hear the music a mile 
away at his house. Dana Audia added that she is at all of the events and is very 
conscious about the 11 p.m. end of music, but the music is amplified so that 

audiences can hear it. She apologized that it has become a problem as it was 
never intended. 

 
With no other comments, Roxanne made a motion to close the evidentiary 
portion of the hearing for deliberation of the Board. Chuck seconded; all were 

in favor.  
 

As a neighbor, Roxanne verified that there is an issue and it does seem to be 
disruptive to any number of neighbors; due to the location of where the event is 
done and that it is amplified music. Chuck felt that the weddings should be inside. If 
keeping the same location on Mondays it should be without amplified music. If 
changing the location, they could try amplified music and readdress if complaints 
are received. Patrick  said that the expansion of music events being at these venues 
is a reasonable concern and he would support a compromise of limiting to two or 

three outdoor weddings a year and no more than six or eight Music Mondays a 
year; have a compromise with neighbors.  Roxanne suggested granting the 
annual entertainment license for indoor events only and for those events that 

will be outside, come in with a special request to the Select Board for each 
event. Most abutting neighbors are on the south side of route 102, which is 
where the music venues are located. Dana said that four weddings are 

currently booked in the Procter Garden Tent for 2022. The others are in the 
Center House. Patrick felt that 10 events a year was a reasonable compromise. 

Roxanne stated that the overwhelming complaints have been about Music 
Mondays, around amplified music. Chuck suggested that there not be any 
amplified music outside. Roxanne agreed that they could grant the annual 

entertainment license based on the given information with the one restriction 
that there not be amplified music out of doors. It is perfectly fine within a tent. 
Patrick questioned limiting the number of events and Chuck said that he did 

not know if they could limit the number of events. Roxanne said that based on 
what they were being told, that the weddings will be tented in the Proctor 

Garden and the amplified music would be inside the tent. Patrick did not think 
that this was much of a compromise and they should limit the number of 
outdoor programming so that it doesn’t expand and not regulate based on the 

type of music they play.  



Chuck made a motion that they grant the entertainment license with no 
outside amplified music. Roxanne seconded. Chuck Aye, Roxanne Aye, Patrick 

Aye. 
 

Next on the agenda was a second Annual Entertainment License. 
Roxanne made a motion to open the hearing to consider the application of the 
Trustees of Reservations for Naumkeag, 5 Prospect Hill Road and waive the 

notice of the meeting to be incorporated into the minutes. Chuck seconded; all 
were in favor. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Selectmen, acting as the Licensing Authority, 

will hold a public hearing at the Stockbridge Town Offices and via Zoom Meeting, at 

8:00 a.m. on Thursday, December 16, 2021 to consider the application of The Trustees 

of Reservations - Naumkeag for an Annual Entertainment License application for events 
located at 5 Prospect Hill Road. 

Roxanne McCaffrey 

Chairman 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87099294217?pwd=RVExRGNXbnZqTGhYZ2lnVlc2bWFVd

z09  
 

Brian Cruey, Director for the southern Berkshire sites of The Trustees of 

Reservations, which includes Naumkeag, addressed the Board. Brian stated 
they have been great partners with the Town since 1960 when Mabel Choate 

left the Trustees the property on 5 Prospect Hill Road. He said that they have 
always tried to be good neighbors, listen to what people had to say and make 
changes. They have completely eliminated hosting wedding receptions and 

reduced the number of concerts they have.  They have moved where the 
Thursday night concerts are held so to be less heard on Church Street and 

reduced the number from 15 to six, ending at 7:45 p.m. They have continually 
tried to work with their different events with traffic patterns so they do not 
cause disruption to neighbors on Prospect Hill Road or Church Street; 

including limiting the number of people on property by moving to a reservation-
based ticket system and employing shuttle busses to limit the amount of traffic 
on Church Street. When they received complaints about lights shinning into 

people’s windows by using the barn drive, it was addressed, they eliminated 
onsite parking by using the down town and reversed the flow of the traffic 

pattern so the headlights would not be an issue.  
  
Tom LaBelle submitted the following email to be read into the record: 

 #1.  In an interview with Zydalis Bauer of Connecting Point, an online publication, 
Brian Cruey was quoted as follows: 

"Every year we try to make it bigger, better…" 

I know that the 'better' is a matter of taste, but I'm concerned about the bigger.  Can the 

Board get an unequivocal answer from Brian as to whether Naumkeag will be adding 

new entertainments to its bill of fare or expanding the existing attractions?  In either 
case, could the board ascertain if there are in fact plans for an expanded program. 

If so, can they get specific information as to the nature and size of these programs. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87099294217?pwd=RVExRGNXbnZqTGhYZ2lnVlc2bWFVdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87099294217?pwd=RVExRGNXbnZqTGhYZ2lnVlc2bWFVdz09


#2. According to attendance numbers listed on briancruey.com, 40,000 people visit the 

WinterLights festival, 20,000 visit the Pumpkin Walk, and 10,000 visit the flower 
festival and sale.  In addition to this, there are, I believe, 25 musical evenings and 

various other miscellaneous events – and of course, the museum which brings in 

11,000 visitors.  My question is this:  Will Naumkeag be required to submit a hard and 

fast traffic management plan at this hearing, or will they be permitted to improvise 

traffic solutions – without input from the abutters – as they have in recent years? 

 
#3.  Does the board truly believe that hosting activities that bring close to 90,000 people 

into a thickly settled neighborhood does NOT constitute an 'unreasonable increase 

in…vehicle traffic'?  If it doesn't, what exactly constitutes an unreasonable number in a 

town of 1,800 people? 

 
#4.  Under Chapter 140 §183A the following enterprises can apply for a 

license:  Innholders, Common Victuallers, Keepers of Taverns, Clubs, Restaurants, 

Concerts, Dances, Exhibitions, Cabarets, and organizers of public shows.  Which of 

these is applicable to Naumkeag, and which of these is permitted in any residential 

zone in this town?  According to the Table of Use Regulations, these uses are prohibited 

in all residential zones.  Which brings me to my last question. 
 

#5. Does the issuance of common victualler, alcohol and entertainment licenses for the 

entire year, or a majority of the months in a year, invalidate or override our zoning 

code? 

 
Thank you, 

 

Tom LaBelle 

39 Church St. 

Stockbridge 

 

Responses: 
#1:  Roxanne said that the Board can ask for specifics of 2022 but are not 
obligated to ask about future plans. They cannot project out further and are 

hearing to rule on 2022. Roxanne did ask Brian if he was planning on 
advancing/expanding this forever and what his comparative numbers were to 
2019. Brian stated that for the Pumpkin Show this year admissions were down 

38% compared to 2019.  For Winter lights, numbers are down 15%. He said 
that they do try to be bigger and better for those who attend, fresh and new, 

but in terms of actual numbers they have taken a dramatic decrease of people 
they allow on property; both for the good of the neighbors and for 
sustainability.  

 
#2:  Roxanne stated that it was up to the Board to determine if the traffic flow 

requires conditions or what kind of conditions might be appropriate or police 
detail. Patrick stated that they have had a discussion with Naumkeag this year 
on traffic plans.  The number of concerts stated (25) is in error. 

 
#3: Roxanne answered that this is up to the Board when they deliberate. 
 

#4 and #5:  Roxanne said that the Trustees qualifies for Dover amendment 
protection under Chapter 40A section 3 which provides that Zoning Bylaws 



cannot regulate or restrict educational uses. Naumkeag’s non-profit status is 
based on education. Patrick said that concerts and weddings are not applicable 

to the Dover Amendment and also traffic and public safety issues are not 
applicable; they apply specifically to zoning around educational activities. 

Patrick also asked that Town Counsel be present at meetings when getting into 
law. 
 

Tom LaBelle, 39 Church Street, said that he submitted the questions to save 
time for the board and to make deliberation easier. He apologized on the error 
of the number of concerts. Tom questioned if Naumkeag is also an art museum 

as licenses for food only apply to art museums. 
 

Roxanne said that a number of letters were received in support of Naumkeag 
and she read supporting letters from Michael Abdalla and Celia Kittridge 
(attached to the end of the minutes and in the meeting packet) Roxanne asked 

for other comments. 
  

Dr. Charles Kenny stated that he has seen nonprofits over the past 50 years 
move from wonderful artistic, historic credentials for the town, to become 
potential entertainment destinations, like Disney World. He urged the Select 

Board to have a central theme applying to all the nonprofits and to hold the 
nonprofits to continuing their original mandate. 
 

Shelby Marshall, Cherry Hill Road, stated that the Botanical Garden and 
Naumkeag events are the evolution of museums and historic homes nationwide 

to allow for sustainability. He stressed the need to determine how can we help 
Naumkeag manage the events so they are not disruptive to neighbors and still 
allow them to do things that are really good for them and good for a whole lot of 

people in Town and outside of Town. 
 
Tom LaBelle stated that boundaries should apply to the length of fundraising 

events for the Museum; limit the number of days allowed.  
 

Matthew Chester, 5 Church Street, supported Naumkeag and their efforts. As a 
neighbor they have had no problem with the traffic and it seems much lighter 
with the busses. He added that moving parking to Main Street has helped our 

businesses. Matt said that you cannot have it both ways; reducing the 
numbers of people and the number of days. He also said that they have not 

experienced any issues with sound. 
 
The Board took a five-minute recess. Roxanne reconvened the meeting. 

Through chat Gary Pitney submitted the following: (read by Mike Canales) I 
would just like to point out that I am technically an abutter. Our rights should 
be held in equal or higher than the majority of non-profits, especially the 

Trustees who do not monetarily support the Town services that they enjoy. 
Furthermore, Naumkeag should not have amplified music at their events. 



Roxanne made a motion to close the evidentiary portion of the hearing for 
deliberation of the Board. Chuck seconded. 

  
Patrick asked Brian if there is amplified music at the Pumpkin Show and 

Winter Lights. Brian said that there is no music at the pumpkin show and at 
Winter Lights they have a sound track that plays on small speakers at certain 
sections. Patrick asked if Brian felt the amplified music was critical to the event 

and Brian said yes and that it adds to the enjoyment. He did not feel that it 
would impact the attendance of the event but it has not been a problem for this 
event. 

  
Roxanne said that they understand some of the concerns but as pointed out by 

Matt Chester, the ability of non-profits to generate revenue does not make 
them a commercial business and they are allowed to. Most of the concerns 
have been around the expansion of non-profits. Roxanne said that what they 

need to stick to is the law. Under section 183A, there are only three things that 
can be considered:  (1) protect employees, patrons, and members of the public 

inside or outside the premises from disruptive conduct, from criminal activity, 
or from health, safety or fire hazards; (2) prevent an unreasonable increase in 
the level of noise in the area caused by the licensed activity or caused by 

patrons entering or leaving the premises; or (3) prevent an unreasonable 
increase in the level of pedestrian or vehicular traffic in the area of the 
premises or an unreasonable increase in the number of vehicles to be parked 

in the area of the premises. The main complaints have not been noise. Patrick 
added that whether the corporation is a non-profit or for profit is not relevant 

to the question at hand. He also would like to go back to the proposal to be 
conditioned on the number of events per year and the amplified music. In 
response to Roxanne’s question on number of amplified events, Brian said that 

last year they had six Thursday night concerts, three tea parties, the 
Naumkeag garden party, and Winter Lights. Roxanne said that the complaints 
of traffic flow were mitigated by reversing the traffic flow and that they have 

had discussions on repairing the upper driveway of Naumkeag possibly making 
it feasible for the shuttle bus use. Brian said that it is under construction now 

and the new traffic pattern was tried as it is not safe on Prospect Hill Road. 
Roxanne said that the biggest concern seemed to be about the shuttle busses 
and if it was an unreasonable amount of traffic. Chuck and Patrick agreed. 

Patrick felt that there should be a limited number of outdoor events. Mike said 
that they are to base on the evidence received in deciding if the events are 

unreasonable. Patrick felt it was a relatively small concession to not play the 
music at Winter Lights and reasonable to limit the number of events to 10 or 
15 events per year. Chuck said that he would motion to no outdoor amplified 

music. Roxanne said that there has only been one household complaining 
about music from Naumkeag. The main concern was traffic. When asked, Brian 
said that not having any amplified music would negatively affect their events; 

specifically, their concerts and that the music also adds a lot to the winter 
lights. Six Thursday concerts, three tea parties, the Naumkeag garden party, 



and mini- weddings. Discussed was allowing 15 events per year including the 
Winter Lights counting as one event. Patrick would like to motion 15 nights of 

amplified music.  
Roxanne and Chuck did not agree as it was too limiting. 

  
Roxanne made a motion to place a condition on this annual entertainment 
license to limit amplified music out of doors to fifteen events. Chuck seconded. 

Chuck aye, Roxanne aye, Patrick Nay. 
  
Chuck made a motion to accept the entertainment license with the condition 

just voted on. Patrick seconded. Patrick Aye, Chuck Aye, Roxanne Aye. 
  

Due to the length of the meeting, the Culvert Grant Program which was next 
will be rescheduled. 
 

The Glendale Fire Station pad installation will be rescheduled to when the 
abutters can attend. Chuck made a motion to reschedule to a January 

meeting. Roxanne seconded; all were in favor. It will be moved to the January 
13th evening meeting. 
 

Next was Judith Roberts with the request to amend her special permit for 
property located at 21 Beechwood Drive, Stockbridge which was approved on 
May 13, 2021. She stated that issues arose with the initial, approved plans and 

a new architect was brought on. Reviewing a new diagram Ms. Roberts 
explained that she would be using the same 8 feet towards the back of the 

house and extend it to the end of the existing porch; creating an L-shape. The 
total lot coverage will go down slightly as this addition will be slightly smaller 
than the existing. Mike noted that after consulting with legal counsel, as this 

change is such a small change, the Board can decide that it is a 
nonconsequential change that would not require an additional hearing or if 
determined that it is a substantial change, the Board could require a new 

hearing. Patrick made a motion that it is non substantial. Roxanne seconded. 
Vote: Patrick aye, Roxanne aye, Chuck aye. 

  
Roxanne made a motion to enter into Executive Session per MGL Ch 30A, sec 
21(a)(2) to conduct contract negotiations with non-union personnel, the Police 

Chief. We will not return to open session upon completion of the executive 
session. Chuck seconded  Vote: Aye Patrick, Aye Chuck, Aye Patrick. 

 
Please see https://ctsbtv.org/government-channel-1303/ for the full meeting. 
 

Letters: 
 
Just want to let the select board know that both the pumpkins and the lights at Naumkeag have been a 
huge success here at Michaels. The business that they have brought in, in the months of October 
through December have been staggering !!! the first year they did the lights, December numbers were 

https://ctsbtv.org/government-channel-1303/


almost the same as July !!! biggest month of December in our history of 40 years. Also the parking on 
main street was a fantastic idea, it makes the town look alive after 4pm, makes people wonder what’s 
going on and maybe stop and take a look !! I an in full support of Naumkeag’s entertainment for the 
pumpkins and Christmas lights. 
Could you please read this at the meeting. 
Thank you  

Michael Abdalla Jr 

 

 

 

 

 

 


