
STOCKBRIDGE SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, March 10, 2022 

6:30 p.m. 

ZOOM MEETING - TOWN OFFICES, 50 MAIN STREET 
  
Present:  
Roxanne McCaffrey, Chuck Cardillo, Patrick White and Mike Canales 

 
Call to Order: 
Roxane called the meeting to order. 

 
Take action on meeting minutes  

First was to take action on meeting minutes for February 10th, February 17th, 

and February 24th. Chuck made a motion to accept the meetings for those 

dates. Roxanne added a typo correction for the 24th. Patrick seconded; all were 

in favor.   

Police Department Conditional Offer of Employment  

Chief Darrell Fennelly requested the approval of the Board to offer a conditional 

offer of employment to fill one open full-time position within the department. 

The candidate, Rosario Messina works currently in West Stockbridge and as a 

Reserve Officer for the Town. Roxanne made a motion that they approve the 

offer of employment to R. Messina. Patrick seconded; all were in favor. 

Review, Discuss and Appoint a Highway Foreman 

After conducting interviews, Highway Superintendent Hugh Page, 

recommended Carmelo Guarda for the highway foreman position. Patrick made 

a motion to hire Carmelo Guarda. Chuck seconded; all were in favor.  

Great Barrington Public Transportation Advisory Committee 

Roxanne made a motion to reappoint Jamie Minacci to the Great Barrington 

Public Transportation Advisory Committee. Chuck seconded; all were in favor. 

Presentation by Patrick Sheehan  

Roxanne began by saying that she invited Patrick Sheehan to present to the 

Board and the public his vision and options for future use and development of 

37 Interlaken Road. No particular plan would be discussed and no application 

is pending before any Town boards. She continued that this was a general 

information meeting aimed at hearing Mr. Sheehan’s ideas and questions from 



the public regarding the same for clarification. The Board was there to listen 

and the public would be invited to ask questions after Mr. Sheehan has 

spoken.  

Mr. Sheehan stated that 37 Interlaken is a 320-acre property he purchased in 

2009, zoned R-2 and R-4 residential. The property was the original home to 

Tanglewood. It was later the Stockbridge School then became the Desisto 

School. In the front they would restore the historic mansion and build a hotel 

with roughly 40 units, preserving the great front lawn. Secondary to the main 

mansion they would put in a series of buildings that would house condos, built 

in phases with the flexibility of owning and renting. They would be managed by 

the hotel. In the rear part of the property, he is looking to put in around 35 to 

40 houses; the hotel would have around 40 units; and the condo-hotel would 

have140 units; totaling around 210 to 220 units on the property. Mr. Sheehan 

said that he would manage the property. He said that they were planning to 

move forward with an agri-hood based plan; a community based around 

farming providing farm to table living. Amenities will include a pool, gym, 

recreation areas, maintenance, a restaurant, laundry and other services.  

Mr. Sheehan said that the type of housing they were talking about providing 

really doesn’t exist in Stockbridge. He was not attempting to replicates what’s 

already in Town but to do something a bit different and fill an unmet need. 

They would like to commit to the plan that was presented in 2018. The units 

will be fairly expensive but are made more affordable by also providing as 

rentals.  

He emphasized the project with: significant set-backs put into place, a phased 

approach so that it hopefully wouldn’t adversely affect abutters, noting the 

amount of forest between the abutter’s properties. In addition to keeping the 

front lawn open they would like to keep the rear of the property as it goes up 

into the mountain open. He felt that the property would generate significant 

revenue for the Town in property taxes, hookup fees, as well as with hotel and 

meals taxes; in excess of a couple million dollars a year. Housing would also be 

clustered to preserve as much green space as possible. Mr. Sheehan provided 

slides of the development (attached to the end of these minutes and viewable 

on ctsbtv.org) 

Patrick questioned the Board on what the process is for informal presentations. 

Roxanne said that a special permit was not before them; this was just a chance 

for Mr. Sheehan to review his vision and an opportunity for the public to ask 

questions. Mike added that the Select Board was there to listen and take 



questions from the public. Chuck added that until there is a formal 

application, the Board is not to comment. 

Residents and abutters questioned and commented on items such as: the 

running of shuttle vans, ability to keep people off of their property, assistance 

for displaced animals and added pollution, affordability of the housing, the size 

and scale of the project, the overall need of the project for Stockbridge, as well 

as water and sewer service usage.  

Don Schneyer, Water and Sewer Commissioner, stated that the property is 

already set up for sewer service and the Town has enough capacity for both 

sewer and water for the property. It is not an issue. Wayne Slosek, Planning 

Board member, felt that this meeting served a good service and opportunity for 

Patrick to present his project. Jim Balfanz, Finance Committee member, noted 

that Mr. Sheehan did downgrade the number of units in the rear of the 

building after speaking with abutters previously. The project will also be built 

in stages. Tom Schuler echoed Wayne’s observations on giving Mr. Sheehan the 

opportunity to present to the Town. He respectfully suggested that the Select 

Board set up a similar forum so that Mr. Sheehan could field questions and 

comments from the Town’s people, allowing them to weigh in on this issue. The 

previous format of the presentation (in 2018) was more about changing the 

Great Estate bylaw; not how you feel about the merits or lack there of the 

project. 

The Board thanked Mr. Sheehan.  

(The meeting was recessed for ten minutes.) 

Berkshire Regional Planning Commission’s upcoming update to its five-year 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) report. With no 

representative in attendance, Chuck made a motion to continue it. Roxanne 

seconded; all were in favor. 

Remote Meeting policy discussion 

Roxanne said that Anita Schwerner had been in as the chair of the Democratic 

Committee in Town and expressed the desire that the Select Board weigh in 

and mandate hybrid meetings. Roxanne stated that while she strongly 

supports the use of hybrid meetings to facilitate accessibility, she did not 

support mandating chairpersons of elected bodies to run hybrid only meetings. 

She said that there are benefits and drawbacks to hybrid meetings. The benefit 

is increased accessibility for citizens to attend meetings in real time and 



participate, however there are many legal requirements and the management is 

more cumbersome. Interruption in technology is a large concern as if not 

solved within a few minutes, the meeting must be ended and as we are 

experiencing more severe weather events lately; power could be out in sections 

of Town for extended periods of time on occasion. Some meetings are on legal 

time restraints to make decisions. Keeping the option open for chairpersons on 

how they run their meetings would hopefully keep us from running into these 

issues. She added that as another option, it would be great if all meetings 

could be recorded. Patrick said that as they legally cannot mandate chairs, 

what is being brought to the Town would be letting the voters decide if they 

want them to mandate the chairs. Chuck asked for clarification on options. 

Mike said that they can hold 1) a hybrid meeting where the public can attend 

through Zoom and comment, 2) an in-person meeting where the meeting is or 

is not  also on Zoom but without public comment over zoom or 3) zoom only. 

Patrick said that meeting should be made accessible considering the number of 

second home owners and elderly in Town. Chuck said that as the government 

is not acting on this until June, we should not have it on the Warrant 

beforehand. Patrick said that the State is going to give us the option, they are 

not going to mandate it. The proposal is for the Town to mandate these 

meetings (hybrid). Peter Strauss suggested a compromise with the Select Board 

continuing with hybrid meetings and the others to be left up to the chairs, 

along with recording of all meetings. Chuck said that he backed doing the 

hybrid meetings for the Select Board but does not like mandates. Anita 

Schwerner stated that their request was that all public meetings in Stockbridge 

have a remote component; not just the recording. Shelby Marshall questioned 

site visits and the Board responded that site visits would not be included to 

require hybrid meetings. Chuck again suggested we wait until the State 

legislator makes a decision regarding hybrid meetings. He said that they are 

not saying no, but to wait and take the time to do it properly. Anita said that 

they would like the Select Board’s support but can go through with a citizen’s 

petition. Mike noted that the current law allows a hybrid and unless the 

Legislature creates a new open meeting law with hybrid, regardless of a bylaw, 

we wouldn’t be able to have hybrid meetings.   

Adjournment: 
With no further business, Chuck adjourned the meeting.  

 

Please see https://ctsbtv.org/government-channel-1303/ to view the full 

meeting. 

https://ctsbtv.org/government-channel-1303/


 

37 Interlaken Road Presentation Slides: 

   



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


